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3. => Complete sets of the Register—to include 
the first fifty volumes (octavo), with index to the 
first twelve volumes, and of the twenty-three vol- 
umes (quarto)—can be furnished. Odd volumes, 
from Vol. 13 to Vol. 50 inclusive, with index, and 
from Vol. 51 to Vol. 73, with index, can also be 
obtained. 
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Ss Ri 5 

2C>>We enter this morning upon the publica- 
tion of the seventy-fifih volume of the “‘ Reaister,” 
and with encouraging prospects. As it has been, 
so it will continue to be, the object of the Eui- 
tor to render it a faithful and impartial record 
of the events of the times, and of such docu- 
ments and facts as will tend to elucidate these. 
Of the practical utility of such a work, it is un- 
necessary to speak. Its importance has been 
tested by an experience of more than thirty-seven 
years, during which period upon its subscription 
list has always been enrolled every class of in- 
telligent readers. It is found in most of the pri- 
vate and public libraries of our own country, 
and in many abroad; aad has ever been regarded 
as a faithful chronicle, indispensable to the 
statesman, historian, politician, and general rea- 
der, for present use and future reierence. And 
to preserve its nationality of character, by exclu- 
ding all discussions of a personal nature,—to con- 
tinue its usefulness, and to give it a claim to 
public favor and confidence, all the energies and 
abilities of the editor shall be exerted. 

With this brief statement of its design, and 
of our determination in reference to its conduct, 
it is respectfully submitted to the public, asking 
that we “ shall be allowed as we may prove.” 

A title page and copious table of contents will 
accompany each volume. 

TERMS.—The terms of the “ Reeisrer,” 
from the first of January, will be Four Doxuars, 
per annum, in advance, to new subscribers; and 
to former subscribers, who shall remit payment 
for the current year before the first of February— 
otherwise Five Do.uars will be charged. Three 
copies will be sent to one address, upon the re- 
ceipt of Ten Dollars ; and seven copies, on the 
receipt of Twenty Dollars, free of postage. Sub- 
scribers may remit by mail at our risk, and cur- 
rent bills of any of the sound banks of the State 
in which they reside, or of the adjoining States, 
will be received in payment. When a remittance 
of five dollars is made for a single subscription, 
tie balance will be credited to next year’s sub- 
scription. 


- 
or 


Accounts ai. Rio from Buenos Ayres to the 22d 
Nov., render it pretty certain that the British 
Minister woulc not be received, and that the 
blockade would be renewed. 





~~ = 
~or 


Coast Survey ox fue Paciric.—Lieut. M‘Ar- 
thur, of the U.S. ‘Navy, has been appointed to the 








| Filiott, of the U. S. Army; Mr. Bronson, (Mail | 
| Agent in Oregon) ; and about two hundred other | 
| passengers, en route for California and Oregon. 





command of the expedition now in course of pre- 
paration to proceed to Oregon and California. 
The Cutter Ewing and a brig, purchased for the 
purpose, will compose the expedition. 
se i 
Present to Mr. Morse.—Our countryman, 
Mr. S. F. Morse, has received a valuable present 
from the Sultan at Constantinople, as a testimony 
of his approbation of his system of telegraphing. 
The present consists of a gold brooch, set with 
about 200 diamonds. It ts the decoration of the 
* Order of Glory,” called the ‘* Nirhau Istakar,” 
and is of the second class, the Sultan wearing 
the first. The duties upon it were $120. 
ee - - 





3. >> The steamship, Farcon, left New Or- 
leans on the 14th ult., for Chagres, having on 
board Major General Persifer F. Smith ; Gene- 
ral Adair (Collector of the port of Oregon) ; Judge 
Bryant, (Chief Justice of Oregon) ; Mr. Pritchett, 
(Secretary of State of Oregon); Mr. Van Voor- 
hees, (U.S. Mail Agent in California); Major 
Fitzgerald, Major Ogden, Major Canby, Capt. 





| 
| 


Saar eT Ht en 

SLAVES IN THE NorRTHERN Statres.—The num- 
ber of slaves, at the period of taking the last cen- 
sus, was as follows: 

In New Hampshire, 1; in Rhode Island, 5 ; 
in Connecticut, 17; in New York, 4; in New 
Jersey, 674; in Pennsylvania, 64; in Ohio, 3; in 
lodiana, 3; In Hlinois, 2315; in Wisconsin, 11 ; | 
in lowa, 16. In these states slavery had not been | 
totally abolished in 1840, although no new slaves | 
could be introduced. The masters were obliged 
to sustain such of their slaves as would not, owing 
to incapacitude for service or other causes, ac- 
cept their freedom papers. 





; 





~~ 
~or 





CuHoLtera aT New Oriteans.—On the 22d ult. | 








Three miles west of Port Jervis, the road 
crosses the Delaware river and Delaware and 
Hudson canal. The bridge is 800 feet long, and 
the grade line is forty feet above low water. 
The arches are 160, 150, and 140 feet span, sus- 
tained on piers of masonry, of a superior charac. 
ter, which rise from the rapids above the glass 
house rocks, presenting a massive and imposing 
appearance. This work cost $75,000. The 86th 
87th, and 89th sections, are remarkable for the 
immense amount of rock excavation: 195,000 
yards of rock having been removed to make way 
for the rails. At the 89th, the track is laid on 
a shelf one hundred feet above the river. On 
one side is a sustaining wall ninety feet high, 
containing 16,000 yards of stone work, and on 
the other a precipice. A face of rock has been 
cut down on the 86th section 115 feet’ The cost 
of these three miles was $300,000. 

Schohola Creek is crossed by a bridge, seventy- 
five feet above the stream. 

On section 95, the road crosses the Lacka- 
waxen River, on a bridze 450 feet long. 

At the 1021 section, the road, after a short 
turn in Pennsylvania, comes back to its own 
State by recrossing the Delaware on a bridge 580 
feet long. 

At Calicoon creek, there is a bridge over the 
east branch of the Delaware. On section 163 
there is another; and a third bridge over the 
main Delaware river at Deposit. All, specimens 
of building. 

On section 170, is the summit between the 
Delaware and Susquehanna river, and here we 
have the great and formidable cut. The line 
pisses through a singular notch in the dividing 
ridge; and the cut presents to the eye a rock 
ezcavation of 200 feet deep. This is the most 
costly work on the route, being nearly $200,000. 
The 174th wile deserves the soubriquet of the 
picturesque section. Here the road crosses the 
Cascade Ravine, 170 feet above the bottom of 
| the gulf, ona bridge of a single arch, of 275 feet 
span, with a rise of fifty feet. 

The width of the roadway is 34 feet; and for 
sustaining the lateral pressure, the arch is sprung 


the deaths in the Charity Hospital + eee =2— | from the solid rock on each side. The great 
ny os admitted, 41. The interments in the | stone viaduct over the Starucea Valley is about 
city on the same day from Cholera cases were 69. | twenty-five miles east of Binghampton. The 


A letter dated on the 23d, says: “ The Cholera 
has paralysed business to an enormous vivenreead 
Our hotels are nearly vacant ; all that could leave 
are gone. Within two days the epidemic has ta- | 
ken not only the poor and exposed, but some of | 
our best citizens.”?> On that day there were 43 | 
deaths in the Charity Hospital. 

The Captains of steamboats on the western | 


waters state that it was impossible to get crews | 


for New Orleans, on account of fears of the Cho- | 
lera. 
A despatch, dated on the 28th, says that the 
disease was abating. 
5 no EIT AEM BLP 
New York anv Erie Raitroav.—This road | 
was formally opened for travel as far as Bing- 
hampton, 224 miles from Piermont on the Hud- 
son, by an excursion of the Directors of the road 
and their guests, on the 27th wit. The utmost 
enthusiasm prevailed along the whole line, and | 
the arrival of the cars at the various points on | 
the route was greeted by the liveliest sensations of | 
welcome. The benefits which will result to the | 
portion of the country through which this road | 
passes are incalculable even at the present, but 
when extended to the Western Lakes, and through 
the insulated counties of southern New York, its 
advantages will defy arithmetical calculation. 
The magnitude and grandeur of the enterprise 
cannot be conceived from any description—to be 
fully appreciated, it must be seen. We subjoin 











a brief description from one of the New York 
prints : 


fine work 1s 1200 feet long, and rises about 110 
fect above the Starucca Creek. There are 
eighteen semi-circular arches of fifty feet span, 
supported by appropriate piers and abutments. 

There is another viaduct at the 177th section, 
450 feet long, and between fifty and sixty feet 
above Canawacta at Lanesborough. At the 179th 
section is a bridge 8U0 feet long, over the Sus- 
quehanna. One of the spans of this bridge is 
186 feet in the clear; there are four others of 
150 feet each. 

—__—-_—___.<———_— 

Ecuipses 1N i104¥.—In the year 1849, there 
will be four eclipses—two of the sun, and two 
of the moon. One of the lunar eclipses will be 
visible in the United States. The first eclipse 
will be of the sun, on the 22d of February, and 
will be visible in the western portions of Asia, 
and the northwestern portion of North America. 
The second, of the moon, on the 8th of March, 
and will be visible throughout the United States. 
The third will be a total eclipse of the sun on 
the 17:h of August, and the fourth an eclipse of 
the moor on the 2d of September—both iavisi- 
ble in the United States. 

Tue Orrowa True or inoians, of Michigan, 
upon and near Grand River, were recently paid 
their annuity at Grand Rapids. The amount 
paid them wus about $13,000. The tribe con- 
sists of about 1,720 persons, and the whule num- 
ber receive $22,500 this year. It is stated that 
some few of the tribe are ina fair way to be- 
come civilized, as they are buying farms aud til- 
ling the soil. 
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Isvumus oF TEHUANTEPEC.—The immense im- 
poriauce with which our possessions on the Pa. 
cific coast have been so suddenly invested, is 
exciting universal speculation in regard to the 
speediest mode of communication between the 
two oceans. The merits of the various routes 
have been already briefly discussed in the ‘ri- 
bune, and we have referred to the superior ad- 
vantages which the Isthmus of Tehuantepec ap- 
peared to possess over all other routes. Our 
views are farther confirmed by the following ad- 
ditional facts, communicated to us by a gentie- 
man who resided for sixteen years on the River 
Coatzacoaleos, and is familiar with every part of 
the route: 

‘¢ Jt is now important to be ascertained which 
is the best and most feasible route, not only for 
the transmission of the mail, but for the convey- 
ance of passengers and government stores in 
California. The Panama route is now spoken 
of, and is brought up before Congress for its ac- 
tion. By that route, the U.S. Mail can be car- 
ried to San Francisco in about forty days at pre- 
sent, and passengers may reach our California 
and Oregon possessions at an expense of about 
$450. All the peculiar advantages of that route 
have been already communicated to the public 
by those interested. I will now cail the public 
attention to a much shorter and cheaper route: 
the Isthmus of Tehuantepec. By looking at the 
map of Mexico, you will find the mouth of the 
Coatzacoaleos River, situated in N. lat. 18 deg. 
It is navigable for ocean steamers about twenty 
miles from its mouth, its general course is due 
south, and itis navigable for small steawers to 
within fifty miles of the Pacific Ocean. 

The continent is just two degrees wide, say 
one hundred and thirty miles. On the Pacific 
coast is the city of Tehuantepec, about three 
leagues distant trom the port of Sun Francisco, 
a lake or inlet of the Pacific Ocean, which, it is 
said, affords sufficient water for large vessels to 
enter. The writer of this article resided on the 
banks of the Coatzacoalcos sixteen years, and 
crossed the continent some fifty times; he there- 
feels himself competent to give a practical opin- 
ion upon the subject. 

If a partial arrangement was made with the 
Mexican Government, the United States Mail 
could at present be transported across the Coati- 
nent, fro Coatzacoalcos to Tehuantepec, in 
from 60 to 72 hours; and at a trifling expense 
the road could be shortened so as to bring those 
two points within 36 hours of each other. A 
Jine of small steamers, such as are used on the 
Ohio river, would enab’e passengers to cross the 
Continent in 43 hours or less. Merchandise 
would, wilh the actual condition of the roads, 
require some six or eight days for its transporta~ 
tion. 1 will now sum up the time that would be 
required to carry the the mail from N. Orleans 10 
San Francisco in California, under existing cir- 
cumstances, provided a partial arrangement was 
made with Mexico—viz: From New Orleans to 
Coatzacoalcos, 9U hours; thence to Tehuantepec 
or the port of Sau Francisco, 72 tours; making, 
in the aggregate, 6 days and 18 hours—say 7 
days. From the Mexican port of ‘Tetuaniepec 
or San Francisco, to our San Francisco in Cali- 
fornia, say 12 days; making in ali 19 days. 
Practical meu, by looking at the map, can de- 
cide, whether the time | have allowed for the 
ocean navigution is sufficient. In regurd to the 
transit across the continent, | speak from _posi- 
tive knowledge. ‘This subject cannot but inte- 
rest the American people, and | beg you will lay 
the facts before them. I will illustrate the posi- 
tion | have here assumed, by facts and proofs 
which cannot fail to convince our Government 
that the route to ‘Tehuantepec is by fer pretera- 
bie, in every point of view, to that of Chagres 
and Panama. A railroad can be built tor $10,- 
U0U,0U0, which would bring the two uceans with- 
im five hours of each other.”—[N. ¥. Tribune. 


National Affairs. 


PAAAARAAAALAS ABA AAAAA . 


3 >> The death of Cuartes McVean, whose 
appointment by the President to the office of Uni- 
ted States’ Attorney for the Eastern district of 
New York, and confirmation by the Senate, was 
noted in last week’s Register, is announced as 
having occurred at New York on the 2\st inst. 
Mr. F. F. Marbury, the Assistant Attorney, has 
been requested to perform the duties of attorney 
until the vacancy is filled, 
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TREATY wird yHE.Srocxsripce Inpians.— 
The Green Bay Advocate announces the negotia- 
tion of a purchase, by Morgan L. Martin, Esq., 
appointed Commissioner for that purpose on the 
part of tbe United States, from the Stockbridge 


improved reservation, on the east side of Lake 
Winnebago. 
——__—~<@-—_—__— 


DIPLOMATIC. 


i> The President of the United States has 
recognized Annaup Casare LatTaitiane, as Con- 
sular Agent of the French Republic for the port 
of Monterey, in Upper California. 


Cuiwese Dirricutty.—The disagreement be- 
tween our Commissioner and the Chinese Impe- 
rial Commissioner, which was noticed a short 
time ago under the Diplomatic head, arose from 
the insolent reply of the Seu to a note from Mr. 
Davis, who asked for the appointment of another 
day for official reception, by reason of having 
been detained by adverse winds on his way to 
Canton for that purpose. The answer of Mr. 
Davis to the Seu’s reply is thus given in one of 
the India papers : 


‘* | shall wait a few days more for an apology, 
and if that is withheld, it remains with me to de- 
cide whether at once to blockade the river or to 
proceed to the northward to see what 1 can do 
there. The Plymouth and Freble, (ships of war,) 
now here ; and the Ohio, line-of-battle-ship ; the 
Dolphin, 10-gun brig; and the Princeton, siea- 
mer, shortly expected, afford ample means to 
enforce my demands.” 

The New York Courier says :—We have seen 
a letter in whith a belief is expressed that the 
difficulty would be adjusted to their mutual satis- 


faction. 
a 


ARHIY. 


3 >> Major General Games has received or- 
ders from the President, to repair to the Western 
division of the army to be ready to assume the 
command of it whenever Gen. Taylor’s resigna- 
tion shall create a vacancy there. 


3L>3> Brevet Major General Worrtu, en route 
to assume the command of the department assign- 
ed to him, embracing the Southern frontier, has 
arrived at New Orleans, with his staff. 


2. >> Brevet Brigadier Genera] Harney was 
awaiting the arrival «f General Worth some 
days. He is recovering from his recent illness, 


and hopes to resume the command of tle second 
Dragoons at an early period. 


3. >> The one hundred and fifty recruits, at- 
tached to companies C and G, of the second Dra- 
goons, recently from Philadelphia, under com- 
mand of Lieut Col. Hardee, had reached their 
place of destination, Fort Brown. 


3. >> General Brooxe and staff arrived at Pen- 
sacola, on the [2th ult., and was received at Fort 
Pickens on the following day with the honor due 
his rank. On the morning of the 15th, he left 
for 'l'ampa Bay. 

Disposition oF Troops 1x Texas.—U. S. Dra- 
goons.—One company at the station formerly oc- 
cupied by Captain Ross ; one at Conner’s station ; 
one at McCulloch’s station ; and one on the river 
Medina, where Capt. B. F. Hill’s company was 
stationed. In addition, there is to be one com- 
pany of Infantry, half mounted, posted at Frede- 
ricksburg, on the Pierdenalls, and another at Waf- 
field’s station, also half mounted. 

——_<§>———— 


NAVY. 


The U. S. sloop-of-war, Germantown, 
arrived at St. John, P. R., 10th ult., and was ex- 
pected at Mayaguez on the 15th. She was the 
only American ship of war which had visited the 
out-posts of the island for seven years. 


Valparaiso, Sept. 25, 1848.—The U. S. sloop- 
of-war, St. Mary’s, arrived here on the 29th of 
August, in fifty-nine days from Rio, which she 
left on the 2nd of July. The St. Mary’s, it was 
expected, would leave Valparaiso, on the Ist Oc- 
[ten bound to Callao, thence to Mazatlan, and 











Monterey. 
iL > The Presre, sloop, Com. Glynn, with 


tribe of Indians, of their valuable and partially. 





Commodore Geisinger as passenger, atrived at 
Macao on the 23d inst. from the Sandwich Is- 
lands, and with the Piymours, is now at Wham- 
poa. 


3L>> Rio de Janeiro. Oct. 29, 1848.—U. S. 
Brazil Squadron, Commodore Storer :—U.§, fri- 
gate Brandywine, Capt. Charles Boarman; U. 8. 
ship St. Louis, Commander H. H. Cocke; U.S. 
brig Perry, Lieut. Commanding J. A. Davis,—at 
Montevideo. The U. S. steamer, Alleghany, 
Lieut. Commanding Hunter, sailed for the Medi- 
terranean on the 19th October. 


3L$> The U.S. steam-frigate, Musstssipri, is 
now in Dry Dock undergoing repairs, and the 
sloop-of-war, VANDALIA, is rebuilding at the Navy- 
yard. 

‘The magnificent first class war-steamer, being 
constructed at the Navy-yard, is nearly planked 
up, and will be nearly three hundred feet in 
length and proportionably large in other respects. 
The machinery for her is being made at the Gos- 
port Foundry. The Navy-yard is very much im- 
proved in its general appearance, a large number 
of laborers are employed and much work is done 
under the efficient Commandant and officers sta- 
tioned there.— Norfolk Beacon, 


3 > Lieut. Shields and nine individuals from 
the U.S. ship, Jamestown, of the African Squad- 
ron, arrived at New Orleans, in the barque Flo- 
rence, in 26 days from Madeira. 

3. >> The U.S. frigate, St. Lawrence, was 
at Southampton on the Srd ult. 

[>> The U.S. sloop-of-war, Sararoca, was 
at Sacrificios, on the 2nd of December. 








THIRTIETH CONGRESS. 


SECOND SESSION. 





ABSTRACT OF FROCEEDINGS. 
Friday, December 22, 1848. 


In SenaTE.—Petitions were presented and re- 
ferred. 

Mr. Johnson, of La., obtained leave to intro- 
duce a bill granting to the State of Louisiana a 
quantity of jand for internal improvement. Read 
twice, and referred to Committee on Public 
Lands, 

Mr. Benton was excused, on his own motion, 
from serving as Chairman of the Committee on 
Miliiary Affairs, and Mr. Davis was appointed 
chairman in his stead. 


Retrocession of the District.—On motion of Mr. 
Douglass, the Committee on the District of Co- 
lumbta were instructed to inquire into the expe- 
diency and propriety of the retrocession of said 
district to the State of Maryland. 

On motion, it was resolved that when the Se- 
nate adjourns, it will adjourn to meet on Tues- 
day next. 

After the passage of some resolutions of in- 
struction and inquiry, the Senate tuok up tLe 
calendar of private bills. 


Everglades. —T he bill to authorize the draining 
of the everglades in the State of Florida was un- 
der consideration. 

Mr. Yulee moved to strike out that portion of 
the bill which required the State of Florida to 
make this improvement,—which was opposed by 
Mr. Westcott. The amendment was disagreed to. 

Messrs. Niles and Clarke were opposed to the 
bill. Mr. Niles said it was no trifle that was as- 
ked of the generai government. One million of 
acres of the public domain was, according to the 
provisions of the bill, to be given to the Siate of 
Florida, in order to aid ber in the proposed im- 
provement. The gift, toa certain extent, was 
{ree and uneonditional. No pledges were asked 
—no securities required. Before this vast tract 
of land was voted away, would it not be as well, 
asked Mr. Wiles, that guarantees be given that 
the work would be commenced and completed 
within a reasonable pericd? Under the provi- 
sions of the present bill, there was neither pro- 
tection nor redress for government. The lands 
once out of the possession of government, the 
work might or might not be completed—and in 
case of the latter contingency, no redress could 
be obtained. He hoped that Senators would pro- 
ceed cautiously in this matter. 

Mr. Underwood, of Kentucky, spoke at some 
length in opposition to the bill. He was opposed 
to everything in the shape of partial legislation. 
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Virginia had her swamps, South Carolina her 
marshes, as well as Florida her everglades. It 
was a very desirable thing that these waste lands 
should be reclaimed—and he was therefore in fa- 
vor of extending the benefits of the bill now be- 
fore the Senate. He would recommend the sur- 
veying and exploring, not merely all the swamp 
Jands and everglades of Florida, but all the 
swamp lands and everglades of every State in 
the Union. He thought that at this time, when so 
many calls were made upon Congress for aid and 
assistance—that the interests of the country re- 
quired some general system of internal improve- 
ments. 

Messrs. Benton, Downs, Westcott, and Henry 
Johnson, followed, advocating the passage of the 
bill at considerable length. They were opposed 
to an extensive system of internal improvements 
at the expense of the general government. The 
bill before the Senate, it was argued, partook 
more of a national than a local character. It 
would be the means of facilitating the operations 
of commerce—of lessening the- dangers of our 
coast navigation, and thereby saving a vast 
amount of property. Besides, the lands in ques- 
tion were now pearly worthless, and by giving 
away a portion of this unsaleable property, it en- 
sured the completion of a work which made the 
balance of positive and great value. 

The bill was further debated, without a vote 
being taken. 

1 was then moved that the Senate go into Ex- 
ecuiive Session, which motion was agreed to. 


House or Representatives.—Mr. Tallmadge 
presented the memorial of George Wilkes, ot 
New York, for the construction of a road from 
the Missouri river to the Pacific Ocean. 

The House then proceeded to the considera- 
tion of private bills,—a large number of which 
were reported upon and passed. 

The Speaker presented communications, as 
follows: Irom the Secretary of the Treasury, 
furnishing statistics of ‘coal, required by a reso- 
Jution of the House ; also, from the Postmaster 
General, with the report of Mr. Hobbie, called 
for by a resolution ; also, from the Secretary of 
War, transmitting copy of * Order No. 172,” is- 
sued at mouth of Rio Grande on the Tih July 
last, by cou.mand of General Wool; ‘also, a let- 
ter from the Secretary of State, furnishing re- 
turns of Collectors of Customs, of the numbers 
of seamen registered in the several ports of en- 
try of the United States. 

Laid on the table, and ordered to be printed. 

‘The Committee on Printing reported a bill in 
favor of the Clerk of the House furnishing the 
members wilh the customary number of books. 

A warm debate ensued, but the report was fi- 
nally adopted, and the House adjourned until to- 
morrow. 


Saturday, December 23. 


House or Representatives —On motion of 
Mr. Kockwell, of Conn., the House was resolved 
into Commuttee of the Whole on the State of the 
Union, for the consideration of the private calen- 
dar. 

On motion of Mr. Meade, the President of the 
United States was instructed to travsmit to the 
House, if not incompatible with the public inte- 
rests, the correspondence of George W. Gordon, 
late, and Gorbam Parks, the present Consul of 
the United States at Rio de Janeiro, with the 
Department of State, on the subject of the Afri- 
can Slave Trade ; also, any unpublished corres- 


pondence on the same subject by the Hon. Hen- | 


ry A. Wise, our late minister to Brazil. 
The House then adjourned until Wednesday 
next. 
Tuesday, December, 26, 1843. 


In Senate.—'the Hon. David Atchison, of 
Missouri, was appointed President of the Senate, 
pro tempore, in the absence of the Vice Presi- 
dent. 

The credentials of Mugustus C. Dodge, and 
George W. Jones, elected Senators from the State 
of lowa, having been presented, they were duly 
qualified, and admitted to seats. 

On motion of Mr. Allen, the Senate proceeded 


to ascertain the classes in which the Senators | 


from lowa shall be inserted, in conformity with 
the resolution of the 14th of May, 1789, and as 
the Constitution provides. 

Mr. Jones drew the longest term, ending on 
the 3d of March, 1853, and Mr. Dodge the shor- 
lest term, ending on the 3d of March, 1849. 

The Secretary laid before tho Senate a com- 
munication from the Treasury Departinent, con- 


taining a report from the Commissioner of the 
General Land Office, which was ordered to be 
printed. 

Several memorials were presented and re- 
ferred. 

Mr. Davis, of Mississippi, obtained leave to 
introduce a bill granting to the State of Missis- 
sippi arighfof way and donation of the public 
lands, for the purpose of locating and construc- 
ting a railway from Brandon to Montgomery, in 
Alabama; which was read twice and referred to 
Committee on Public Lands. 

Sundry private bills from the House of Rep- 
resentatives, were twice read, and referred. 

Resolutions of inquiry and instruction, from 
Messrs. Niles Felch and Underwood, were presen- 
ted and agreed to. 

Saginaw Lands —The bill to provide for the 
sale of Jands purchased by the United States 
from the Saginaw tribe of Chippewa Indians, in 
the State of Michigan, was considered, read a 
third time, and passed. 

On motion of Mr. Underwoed, the bill for the re- 
lief of Colonel Robert Wallace, aid-de-camp to 
General William Hull, was considered, read a 
third time and passed. 

The Senate then proceeded to the considera- 
lion of executive business. 


Wednesday, December 27, 1848. 


In Senatre.—Mr. Benton, agreeably to previ- 
ous notice, introduced a bill to establish an ad- 
ditional Land Office in, Missouri, which was twice 
read and referred. 

Mr. Benton also obtained the unanimous con- 
sent of the Senate to introduce a bill to con- 
tinue, for thirty years from the Ist of January, 
1849, the present charter, which will then expire, 
of the Washington, Alexandria and Georgetown 
Steam Packet Company. The bill was read 
twice, and Mr. Benton asked that it might now 
be pul upon its passage, as the period when the 
present charter would expire was fast approich- 
Ing. 

Some objections being made, on account of 
a want of information on the subject, the bill 
was informally passed over for the present. 

Mr. Dodge, ot lowa, agreeably to previous no. 
tice, introduced a bill to run and make the nor- 
(bern boundary of lowa; read twice and refer- 
red. 

Mr. Cameron’s resolution, submitted some days 
since, calling on the Secretary of War for in- 
formation in reference to the affairs of the 
Cherokees west of the Mississippi, as connec- 
ted with the treaty of August, 1846, and the sub-! 
sequent proceedings thereunder, came up in or- 
der; but, at the suggestion of Mr. King, was 
laid over in consequence of the absence of Mr. 
Cameron. 

On motion of Mr. Benton, the joint resolution 
directing the proper accounting officers to audit 
and settle the accounts of Major R. M. Baker, 
of the ordnance corps, according to the decision 
of the Secretary of War in 1823, was taken up, 
read the third time, and passed. 

Mr. Jefferson Davis submitted a resolution, 
which was adopted, directing the Secretary ol 











the ‘Treasury to cause to be prepared and com- 


time of its commencement in 1807 to the period | 
of its suspension; and also of the expense and | 
results from 1844 to the present time, under the 
present superintendent. — 

Mr. Bradbury moved that the Senate proceed 
to the consideration of bills ou the private calen- 
dar; but, on motion of Mr. Johnson, of Louisi- 
ana, a bill was taken up to authorise the Secre- 
tary of the Treasury, wilh the approbation of 
‘the Attorney General, to purchase tor the Uni- 
‘ted States the interest of Bailie Peyton in the 
tract of land on which the light-house stands at 
the Southwest Pass at the mouth of the Missis- 
sippi river. 

A debate ensued, in which Messrs. Johnson, of 
Louisiana, Dix, Davis, of Mass., Bright, Niles, 
Clayton, Downs and Bradbury participated; and 
the vill was then informally passed over. 

A message was received irom the President, 
communicating, in compliance with a resolution 
of the 19th instant, a statement-of the annual ex- 
penditures for the Coast Survey. 


House or Representatives.—The Speaker 
announced as the first thing in order, the busi- 
ness on the Speaker’s table, to wit: Mr. Stlew- 
ard’s motion to re-consider the vote passing Mr. 








municated to the Senate a statement of the ex-| 
pense and results of the Coast Survey, from the | 








Goit’s resolution, prohibiting ull trallic in slaves 
in the District of Columbia. 


Mr. Stewart, of Michigan, being entitled to the 
floor, addressed the House at length in opposi- 
tion to all agitation on the subject of abolishing 
slavery, whether that agitation came from the 
Nerth or the South—the East or the West. No 
good could come from it, and much evil might 
result from an excited state of public feeling. 

In regard to the abolishment of slavery i the 
District of Columbia, he said that was a question 
which the people of the District should settle 
themselves—they were the interested parties— 
and to a certain extent their wishes should 
be consulted. When slavery was abolished in 
the now free States, the wishes of the people on 
that subjéct were first ascertained by a direct 
vote; and it was a matter of sheer justice that 
the people of the District should have some voice 
in the disposition of a question in which they 
had such a deep pecuniary interest. Qs they de- 
cided, whether for or against the continuance of 
slatery in their District, so it should be—there 
the question should rest. : 

For his own part he abhorred the institution of 
slavery—its very name, he said, was repugnant 
to all tis feelings as a man; but for all that—de- 
testing as he did the system—and conscious of 
the moral and political evils which it entailed 
upon those who countenanced or supported it, he 
was not clearly of the opiniou that Congress had 
the right or the power to destroy or take away 
what was deemed and recognized as property by 
the people of the District of Columbia. He 
would, tuerefore, he said, offeran amendment to 
Mr. Gott’s resolution, which would embody, in a 
measure, the views he had just expressed. — 

Mr. Vinton moved to postpone the considera- 
tion of the question for two weeks. 

Mr. Wentworth said that the question had al- 
ready been sufficiently debated, and the views of 
members pretty well ascertained, and he would, 
therefore, move to lay the motion to reconsider 
on the table. 

A division was called for, and decided im the 
negative—yeas, 88; nays, 108;—so Mr. Went- 
worth’s motion was lost. 

Mr. Smith, of Indiana, proposed an amendment 
to Mr. Gott’s resojution, «hich was read for infor- 
mation, instructing the Committee on the District 
of Columbia, to inquire into the expediency of 
framing a law, prohibiting the sale of slaves in 
the District that were brought from States for 
that purpose, 

Mr. Vinton renewed his motion to postpone the 


consideration of the question for two weeks, 


which was carried. 

Mr. Sawyer rose to a question of privilege, and 
referred at some Jength, to a publication in the 
New York Tribune, in waich he, among other 
members, had been accused, he said, of char- 
ging and receiving illegal mijeage. He proceed- 
ed to vindicate himself, and to show that he had 
received no more than it had been customary to 
allow, and that the distance had been calculated 


‘by the committee on mileage, in the same way 


as had been that of other members from Ohio; 
and upon the same kind of information. 


[ Wote.—The publication in the Tribune, alluded 
to in the remarks of Mr. Sawyer, 1s a table re- 
cording the name of each member of Congress 
al the last session, the numbef of miles charged 
by him as travelled in coming to and going from 
Congress, the amount of mileage paid therefor, 
and the distance of the residence of each mem- 
ber from Washington as set down in the official 
list of post offices. The table foots up as fol- 





lows :— 
Number of extra miles charged by 
Representatives. 59,030 
Number of extra miles charged by 
Senators, 18,602 
Total extra miles, 77,692 
Extra mileage of the House, $47,223 80 
Extra mileage of the Senate, 14,801 40 





Total extra mileage, $62,105 20 


Mr. Green, of the Committee on Mileage, at- 
tempted to explain his course and the course 
adopted by the Committee. He gave it as his 
belief, that it was not Mr. Greeley’s object to 
charge fraud upon the members, in taking what 
had been termed an excess of mileage, but to 
show the necessity for changing a law which ke 
considered defective. 

Mr. Turner, of Hlinois, one of the members 
implicated most seriously by the accusation in 
the Tribune, spoke at considerable Jength; and 
with much severity, upon the course of that pa- 


-— “ - ee 
\ wl ea eS SE Te x st: 


aie. 


Seetapniinmaataemens a ee ae ee Y 
. 


en eit tee 


ie 


ae 


GR EME ARE inno 


onal onan Sn EI 





A 


OS 


NILES NATIONAL REGISTER. 








per in this matter, and pronounced the whole 
article a tissue of misrepresentation and false- 
hood, 

At the conclusion of his remarks, Mr. Turner 
offered a series of resolutions, instructing the 
Committee on Mileage to inquire and report— 
firs:, whether, during the present Congress, ary 
greater mileage than usual has been received by 
any member; and if so, by whom, how, and in 
what manner it has been computed ; and in what 
manner and by whom allowed? Secondly. 
Whether the publication of the New York Tri- 
bune, under the name and authority of Horace 
Greeley, a member of this House, does not 
amount to an allegation of fraud against most of 
the members of this House, and if so, whether 
the charge be true or false? Thirdly. Authori- 
zing the Committee to send for persons and pa- 
pers. 

Mr. Turner thereupon moved the previous 
question. 

Mr. Thompson, of Ia., moved to lay the reso- 
Jutions on the table; which motion was nega- 
tived by a vote of 28 to 128. 

Mr. Greeley then asked and obtained permia- 
sion to make an explanation. Mr. Greeley ad- 
dressed the House at some length, in explanation 
of the article in the Tribune, the mode in which 





the information had been obtained, and the mo- 
tives which had induced the publication, there 
being no imputation of illegal charges by the 
members made in this article. His object, he 
said, in giving publicity to these facts, was to 
save money to the treasury, by procuring such 
an alteration in the law as would cut down the 
charges made by members for mileage. 

In reply to an inquiry by Mr. Turner, whether he 
(Mr. Greeley) was the author of the article, Mr. 
G. said that the compiler of the published tables 
was a former Clerk in the Post Office Depart- 
ment, now in the employ of the Tribune here, 
but were prepared under Mr. Greeley’s direc- 
tions. ‘Tne accompanying remarks were bis 
own. He had*taken the nearest for the mem- 
ber’s residences, and calculated the honest dis- 
tances by the shortest post routes from thence 
to the capitol at Washington. The differences 
were not stated to arise trom a deviation from 
the legal route, but from what would be the le- 
gal route if the shortest was adopted. 

Mr. King, of Georgia, said that he had al- 
ways refused to give any distance, but had leit 
that to the committee on mileage. 

Mr. Sawyer remarked that great injustice had 
been done him by this publication. He had been 
accused of charging fur 300 miles further than 
his colleagues. Why was this? 

Mr. Greeley said that his particular case had 
not been taken into consideration at all. What 
he desired was thatthe true and equitable route 
should be fixed by law, or thatthe jaw should 
be fairly construed. 

Mr. Houston, of Delaware, rose and made a 
few remarks in regard to his own case. The 
usual route was that invariably travelled by him. 

‘The first resolution was then adupted without 
a division—the second by yeas anu nays, 100 to 
43,—and the third (the power to send for persons 
and papers) was rejected, Adjourned. 

Thursday, December 23, 1548. 

In Senate.— Mr. Hannegan appeared in his 
seal. 

The bill to extend the charter of the Washing- 
ton, Georgetown and Alexandria Steam Packet 
Company was taken up, and Mr, Benton stated, 
that since the adjournment yesterday, he had 
carefully read over the whole bill, and it con- 
tained nothing but what was contained in all 
corporate acis—no exclusive privileges what- 
ever—no rights to go avy where—nor any thing 
but the mere granting to the coupany of a cor- 
porate name. 

The btil was read the third time, and the 
question being on its passage, Mr, Allen asked 
the yeas and nays; they were ordered, and the 
bill was passed, 26 to 15. 

Mr. Bright wiroduced a joint resolution, re- 
pealing the clause in the general appropriation 
bill of last session, which reduces the mileage of 
persons appointed in the different States to deli- 
yer al the seat of government the voles of the 
electoral colleges ior President and Vice Presi- 
dent. 

Mr. Bright stated that the clause was out of 
place in a General Appropriation Bill, and had 
doubtless escaped the aitention of members when 
the biil of last session was passed, or it would nor 
have received the sanction of the Senate. That 
clause reduced the mileage from 25 to 12} cents. 


The latter was too little. No gentleman could 
affurd to leave his business for that. His object 
was to restore the former rate of compensation. 

Mr. Johnson, of Louisiana, took a similar view 
of the matter, and said that he should have 
moved to strike out the clause, had he noticed 
it when the bill of last session was before the 
Senate. ‘ 

Mr. Breese said that, from an examination 
which he had made, it appeared that 25 cents 
mileage had been allowed as far back as 1792, 
and he should vote for the present bill with great 
pleasure. 

The joint resolution was then read the third 
time and passed. 

Mr. Niles, from the Committee on Post Offices 
and Post Roads reported back the bill to reduce 
the rates of postage, &c., with an amendment. 

Mr. Benton introduced, a resolution, which 
was adopted, calling on the President to cause to 
be communicated to the Senate the number of 
vessels and persons employed in the Coast Sur- 
vey, receipts, &c. Adopted. 

The Senate, then, in pursuance of Mr. Brad- 
bury’s resolution heretofore adopted, setting apart 
Thursday of each week for the consideration of 
private bills, took up the private calendar, and 
quite a number of bills were disposed of. Ad- 
journed. 


House or Representatives.—Petilions were 
read and referred. 

Mr. Gaylle, of Aabama, rose to a privileged 
question. He said, he had been represented in 
the statement of the New York Tribune, as hav- 
ing received extra mileage. ‘This charge, he 
said, was well calculated to subserve the cry of 
demagogues before the people. He therefore 
noticed it. He had not received an excess of 
mileage—he had not even received what the law 
allowed him, and would apply to the Committee 
on Mileage to correct the error. 

Reports of Commitiees—Mr. Vinton, from the 
Committee of Ways and Means, reported the ci- 
vil and diplomatic appropriation bill, for the en- 
suing year; 

Mr. Vinton also reported the Indian Appro- 
priation Bill; which were read, referred to the 
Committee of the Whole, and made the special 
order of the day for this day week. 

Mr. Collamer, from the Committee on Public 
Lauds, reported bills for a right of way and do- 
nation of public Jands for railroads and canals in 
several of the Siates, which were read and re- 
ferred to the Committee of the Whole. 

Mr. Collamer, from the Committee on Public 
Lands, reported back the bill heretofore intro- 
duced by Mr. Vinton, ceding to certain new 
States, within which public Jands are situated, 
the same quanlities as tiave heretofore been given 
to the State of Ohio, for purposes of internal im- 
provement—with a recommendation from the 
Committee that it be laid on the table. The re- 
commendation was concurred in—84 io 7U. 

Mr. J. R. Ingersoll, trom the Committee on the 
Judiciary, requested that the committee ask to 
be discharged from the further consideration of 
Mr. Wentworth’s resolution relative to making all 
oflicers of the general government elective by 
the people at the polis, and they were discharged 
accordingly. 

A message was received from the President, 
communicating the correspondence in reference 
to the arrest of American ciiizens in Ireland, 
called for by a resolution of the House. Or- 
dered to be printed. 

The motion made by Mr. C. Brown, to re- 
cousider the vote respecting the binding Fre- 
mont’s Emory’s, and other reports, was adopted, 
and the subject referred to the Committee on 
Printing. 

Mr. Gayle, of Alabama, introduced a bill 
granting a donation of Jands, &c. for a_ raiiroad 
irom Mobile to the mouth of the Ohio. Read 
twice and referred. 

On motion of Mr. Vinton, the house went in- 
to Committee of the Whole on the state of the 
Union, Mr. Thompson, of indiana, in the Chair, 


in the appropriations for the service of the fiscal 
year ending 30th June, 1849. 
Mr. Pollock, of Pennsyivania, addressed the 


port of the Secretary of the ‘Treasury, to show 
that errors had been made therein. !n the course 


and took up the bill reported irom the Comwmit- 
tee of Ways and Meaus, to supply deficiencies 


Commitiee for ap hour, chiefly in reference to 
the statements of imports and exports in the Re- 


to be satisfactory to Mr. Pollock. When Mr. P. 
had concluded, Mr. Thompson, of Pennsylvania, 
replied briefly—when 

Mr. Vinton moved that the committee rise; 
the committee rose, anc Mr. V. offered a resolu- 
tion to close debate in Committee of the Whole 
in five minutes, which was adopted. 

The consideration of the bill was then renewed 
in Committee of the Whole, and a number of 
amendments were proposed by Mr. Vinton, and 
agreed to. 

One of these, to allow $4 per day for a Clerk 
to the Sergeant-at-Arms, was amended on motion 
of Mr. Root, so as to deprive that officer of a 
Messenger, if a Clerk be employed by him, and 
in this shape it was agreed to. 

An amendment, offered by Mr. Houston, of 
Delaware, appropriating $20,000 to refurnish the 
Presidential mansion after the 4th of March 
next, gave rise to some debate, when it was 
witndrawn by the mover, 

On motion of Mr. Vinton, the committee then 
rose and reported the bill and amendments to 
the House. 


Friday, December 29, 1848. 


In Senate.—Petitions weré presented and 
referred. 

On motion, it was ordered that when the Sen- 
ate adjourn, it will adjourn to Tuesday next. 

Mr. Dodge, on leave given, introduced a bill to 
establish an additional land office in lowa; which 
was twice read and referred. 

The motion made by Mr. Clayton to reconsider 
the vote by which the adverse report of the 
Committee on claims in the caseof Arnold Nau- 
dain was concurred in, was taken up; and, after 
some conversation, the motion was agreed to, 
and the report referred to the Committee on 
Commerce. 

Evergiades in Florida.—The bill granting lands 
to the State of Florida forthe purpose of drai- 
ning the everglades, was considered in quasi Com- 
mittee of the Whole—and, upon the suggestion 
of Mr. Underwood, further consideration was 
postponed for the present. 

Private bill for the relief of John P. Baldwin, 
was then teken up, and the consideration thereof 
resumed. A debate ensued, and further action 
was postpoved until Tuesday next. 

Alter an executive session, the Senate ad- 
journed. 

House or Repesenratives.—Mr. Richardson, 
of Illmois, submitted a joint resolution, which 
was twice read and referred. directing the Sec- 
retary of War to pay certain volunteers dischar- 
ged by order of Gen. Wool. 

Mr. Rockwell offered a resolution to close de- 
bate in Committee of the Whole on the bill for 
the relief of Antonio Pacheco at half-past one 
to-day. 

Mr. Giddings said that as the principle invol- 
ved was one of great importance, he felt himself 
constrained to ask the yeas and nays: they were 
ordered accordingly, and resulted—yeas 96, 
noes 52. 

Mi. Vinton, from the Committee of Ways and 
Means, reported the annual army appropriatiou 
bill, and the annua) appropriation for the support 
of the military academy, both of which were 
referred to the Committee of the whole on the 
state of the Union, and with the general appro- 
priation bill, and the army appropriation bill yes- 
terday reported, are made the special order for 
Thursday next, the 4th of January, and every 
day thereafter (except Fridays and Saturdays 
until finally disposed of. 

The House went into Committee of the Whole, 
Mr. Boyd of Kentucky in the chair, and pro- 
ceeded to the consideration of a bill for the re- 
lief of the legal representatives of Antonio Pa- 
checo, being first in order of bills ou the pri- 
vale calendar. 

The bill directs the Secretary of the Treasury 
to pay to the legal representatives of Pacheco, 
late a resident of Florida, the sum of one thou- 
sand dollars, out of any money jn the treasury 
not otherwise appropristed, this sum being the 
value of a slave transported with the Seminole 
Indians to the West, by order of General Jes- 
sup. 

Mr. Wilson addressed the Committee at length 
in opposition to the bill. Hedwelt, with cun- 
siderable warmth, upon the evils of slavery, and 
attempted to prove that the indemnity asked for, 
could not constitutionally be granted. The in- 
demnity asked for was not the loss of service— 





of his remarks explanation ef the figures were 





|} made by Mr. McLane, but these did not appear 





not for violation of contract—not for the loss of 
money—but for the loss of property—property 
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inslaves. Certain States might recognize siaves 
as property; but the constitution of the federal 
government did not recognize any portion of our 
fellow creatures as property. So thinking and 
believing, and without any reference to the 
merits of the question of slavery in the abstract, 
he felt it to be his duty to oppose the passage of 
the bill. 

Mr. Brown, of Mississippi, followed, replying 
with warmth to the arguments of Mr. Wilson. 
In the course of his remarks he endeavored to 
show, by citing a number of cases, that tha fe- 
deral government had ever recognized the right 
of property in slaves. 

Mr. Cabell addressed the House in a speech 
of great earnestness. He trusted that in the 
discussion or settlement of a great question 
which was now shaking the Union to its centre, 
that care would be taken notto trample upon 
the rights of private individuals. He then gave 
a brief statemeni of the claim urged, and added 
that it wasso clear and just, as he thought not 
to admit of a momwent’s consideration. 

Mr. Burt followed in a highly excited man- 
ner, He said that the bill admitted of no ar- 
gument—that the claim urged was as clear as 
the sun at noonday. The only plea that could be 
urged in opposition from the other side of the 
House was the one supported by Mr. Wilson, 
namely, the non recognition of property in 
slaves. In regard to the justice, equality. le- 
gality and constitulionality of the claim, it was 
so plain and palpabie that no human mind could 
doubt it. 

When Mr, Burt had concluded, Mr. Dickey, of 
Pennsylvania, moved that the committee rise and 
report the bill to the House, with a recommenda- 
tion that it do not pass. This motion was lost— 
44 to 76. 

» Mr. Vandyke, of New Jersey, moved to amend 
the bill, by striking out one thousand dollars and 
inserting one cent, and was proceeding to make 
a ‘five minutes” explanation under the rules, 
when the Chairman decided the amendment not 
to be in order, upon a fair construction of the 
rule, as it was evidently proposed witha view to 
making a speech. 

Mr. Vandyke modified hls amendment, there- 
fore, by making it read five hundred dollars in- 
stead of one cent, and then preceeded to state 
that he should vote against the bili on the ground 
that the government were not responsible for 
slaves lost in the public service. 

There was no doubt that where the govern- 
ment, in time of war, goes into a slave State, and 
presses into public service, the slaves of its citi- 
zens, they were responsible therefor to the own- 
ers. But he could find nothing in either of the 
reports on the case, to show that there had been 
any such impression. 

‘The slave had been voluntarily placed in jeo- 
pardy by his owner, for a high price, and there 
had pot been any appeal to the State- courts in 
the first instance, to obtain possession of the 
slave. If Gen. Jesup had exceeded his authori- 
ty in sending this slave west, he, and not the go- 
vernment, should be held responsible. 

Mr. V. then withdrew his amendment, and the 
committee rose and reported the bill to the 
House. 

Mr. Burt moved the previous question, which 
was sustained. 

Mr. Crowell, of Ohio, moved to lay the bill on 
the table. Ou this motion the yeas and nays 
were ordered, and it was decided in the negative, 
66 to 85. 

The vill was then ordered to be engrossed for 
a third reading, without a division. 

On motion, it was ordered that when the House 
adjourns, it adjourns to Tuesday next. 

Mr. Giddings moved a reconsideration of the 
vole by which the bill was ordered to be engros- 
sed, and was about to address the House, when 
an adjournment wus moved, but negatived. 

Mr. Giddings then briefly gave his views for 
moving the reconsideration, and in opposition to 
the bill, and after having proceeded for a short 
lime, gave way toa motion to adjourn. 


January 2, 1849.—Both Houses met as usual, 


In Senate.—The credentials of Mr. Badger, 
re-elected Senator from North Carolina, were 
presented, and the oath of office administered. 

Mr. Davis, of Miss., from the Committee on 
Military Attairs, made a report on the memorial 
of Messrs. Aspinwall & Co., in regard to the pro- 
posed construction of a railroad across the Isth- 





mus of Panama, which was read and ordered to hay 


be printed. 
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THE TREASURY. 


TREasurY DEPARTMENT; 
December 9, 1848. 


[n obedience to law, the following report is 


The receipts and expenditures for the fiscal 


From customs 

From public lands 

From avails of loans and treasury 
notes 


$31,757,070 96 
3,328,642 56 


21,256.700. 00 
351,037 07 





Total receipts 56,693,450 59 
Add balance inthe treasury IstJuly, 


1847 1,701,251 25 





Total means 
The expenditures during the same 
fiscal year were 


58,394,701 84 





Leaving balance in the treasury, Ist 
July, 1848, of 153,534 60 
As appears in detail by accompanying statement 


The estimated receipts and expenditures for 
the fiscal year ending June 30th, 1849, are— 


From customs, Ist quarter, by actual 
returns 

Froin customs, 2d, 3d and 4th quar- 
ters, as estimated 


$8,991,935 07 
23,008,064 93 





32,000,000 00 
3.000.000 00 
1,200,000 00 


From public lands 
From miscellaneous sources 


36,200,000 00 





From loans and treasu 
ry notes, Ist quarter, 
by actual returns, per 
statement B 

From loans and treasu- 
ry notes, 2d, 3d and 
4th quarters, per state- 
ment C 


10,127,200 00 


10,568,235 30 
= 20,695,435 30 








Total receipts 
Add balance in the treasury, Ist Ju- 
ly, 1848 


$56,895,435 30 
153,534 60 





Totai means, as estimated $57,048,969 90 


Expenditures, viz : 


The actual expenditures 
for Ist quarter, ending 
Sept. 30th, 1848, were 17,866,104 91 

As appears in detail, by 
accompanying state- 
ment B, the estima- 
ted expenditures du- 
ring the other three 
quarters, from Ist Oc 
tober, 1848, to 30th 
June, 1849, are : 

Civil list, foreign inter- 
course and miscella- 
neous 

Army proper, &c. 

Fortifications, ordnance, 
arming militia, &c. 

Indian Department 

Pensions 

Naval establishment 

Interest on public debt 
and treasury notes 

Treas. notes outstand- 
ing and payable when 
presented 


12,169,354 61 
10,464,809 80 


1,846,697 29 
1,589,158 18 

722,706 12 
6,089,032 56 


3,285,422 28 


161,989 31 
. 54,195,275 06 





‘ 





Leaving balance in the 
treasury Ist of July, 
1849 

The estimated receipts and expendi- 
tures for the fiscal year, commen- 
cing Ist July. 1849, and ending 
30th June, 1850, are : 

From customs 

From public Jands 

From miscelianeous sources 


$2,853,694 84 


32,000 000 00 
3,000,000 00 





Total receipts 
Ate enees in the treasury Ist July, 


35,400,000 U0 
2,853,694 54 


Total means, as estimated 38,253,694 84 


The expenditures during the same period as 
estimated by the several Departments of State : 





58,241,167 24 | 


400,000 00 | 


tions which will Le required to be 
expended in this year. 
Permanent and indefinite appropria- 


3,762,537 29 


tions 5,297,512 52 
i riations asked for this 
aa nes-vheet 24,153,102 92 





33,213,152 73 


This sum is composed of the following parti- 
culars : 


Civil list of foreign intercourse and 


miscellaneous 9.347,790 91 
Army proper, &c. : 5,902,428 61 
ortificat: ; mi- 
a te eee CRIT Ree 2.242559 00 


1,104,014 45 


Indian department 
Pensions 1,458,400 00 
Naval establishment 9 358,857 38 


Interest on public debt and treasury 


aeahe 3,799,102 38 





33,213,152 73 


Leaving balance in the treasury Ist 


July, 1850 5,040,542 11 





$38,253,694 84 


The statement shows a balance in the Trea- 
sury, on the 30th June, 1849, of $2,853,694 84, 
and a balance in the Treasury, on the 30th June, 
1850, of $5,040,542 11. In the estimated expen- 
ditures for the year ending on the 30th of June, 
1850, are included balances of appropriations, 
amounting to $3,762,537 29; a considerable por- 
tion of which may not be required. Unless new 
and extraordinary expenditures are authorized 
by Congress, no further loans will be required, 
and the public debt may be reduced. 
The whole net revenue for duties during the 
entire period of four years and three months of 
the operation of the tariff of 1842, (per table D,) 
was $101,554,653 12, being an annual average 
of $23,895,208 32. The net reveaue received 
| from the tariff of 1846, during its entire operation 
from Ist of December, 1846, to 30th of Septem- 
ber, 1848, (per t2ble E,) was $56,654,563 79, or 
an average of $30,902,489 28 per annum, being 
an average of $7,007,280 96 more per annum 
under the tariff of 1846 than was received under 
the tariff of 1842. The net revenue for the first 
fiscal year under the tariff of 1846, (per table A,) 
was $31,757,070 07, (being $757,070 96 more 
than the estimate of this department) and this 
amount would go on augmenting every year un- 
der this act. with a favorable state of foreign 
commerce and industry, in a ratio at least as 
great as the increase of our population. As the 
high dutles under the act of 1842 were rapidly 
substituting the domestic articles and excluding 
the foreign rival, the revenue must have declined. 
If, however, the act of 1842 had yielded the 
average revenue received during the period of 
its actual operation, this we have seen would 
have been an annual loss of upwards of seven 
millions of dollars, as compared with the average 
revenue of the tariff of 1846. With such a re- 
sult, instead of a large surplus on the 30th of 
June, 1850, there would have been an addition of 
more than twenty-five millions of dollars to our 
national debt, which must have gone on rapidly 
increasing, requiring in time of peace new and 
large loans to be negotiated. If also the pro- 
ceeds of the sales of the public lands were taken 
from the treasury for distribution among the 
States, the augwnentation of the debt and accu- 
mulating interest would have been still more ra- 
pid and alarming. From this disastrous condi- 
tion we have been saved by the tariff of 1846, 
yielding, from reduced taxes, an average excess, 
thus far, of more than seven millions of dollars 
over the average receipts from the tariff of 1842. 
Had that act remained in force during the war, 
from diminished revenue the loans must have 
been greatly augmented in amount, with a small 
and declining income, and instead of premiums 
realized, large discounts must have been allowed. 
Thatthe revenue would have declined, results 
from the position of the protectionisis, that by 
continuing the system afew years they would 
| supply the whole home market with the protec 
ted domestic articles, when the foreign importa- 
tioa must cease, and the revenue also. The re. 
sult, then, of protection, must be annihilation of 
the foreign import trade of the country, so far as 
regards protected procucts. With the exclusion 
or diminution of imports, the exports must cease, 
or be reduced, for foreign nations could not buy 
them. 








Treasury, War, Navy and Postmaster-General, 


The balances of former appropria- 


| ‘This statement shows a balance in the treasu- 
ry, on the 30th June, 1849, of $2,853,694 84, and 
la balance in the treasury, on the 30th June, 1850, 
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of $5,040,542 11. In the estimated expenditures 
for the year ending on the 30th of June, 1850, 
are included balances of appropriations amoun- 
ling to $3,762,537 29; a con8iderable portion of 
which may not be required. Unlessnew and ex- 
traordinary expenditures are authorized by Con- 
gress, no further loans will be required, and the 
public debt may be reduced. 


The whole net revenue for duties during the 
entire period of four years and three months of 
the operation of the tariff of 1842, (per table D,) 
was $101.554.653 12, being an annual average of 
$23,895,208 32. The net revenue received from 
the tariff of 1846, during its entire operation from 
Ist of December, 1845 to 30th of September, 1848, 
(per table E.) was $56,654 563 79, or an average 
of $30,902,489 28 per anntm, being an average 
of $7,007,280 96 more per annum under the tariff 
of 1846 than was raised under the tariff of 1842. 
The net revenue for the first fiscal year under 
the tariff of 1846, (per table A,) was $31,757,- 
O70 96, (being $757,070 96 more than the esti- 
mate of this department,) and this amount would 
§0 On augmenting every year under this act, with 
a favorable siate of foreign commerce and in- 
dustry, in a ratio at least as great as the increase 
of our population. As the high duties under the 
act of 1842 were rapidly substituting the domes. 
tic articles and excluding the foreign rival, the 
revenue must have declined. 


We exported last year, (per table F,) $138,- 
203,709 in value of domestic products and fab- 
rics, exclusive of specie, and under low duties; 
this must go on augmenting. But how can fo- 
reign countries pay for these exports if we will 
take no exports, or very few in return? Clearly 
our exports, miust in time cease, or fall to a very 
smajl sum ; the foreign markets must be des- 
troyed, and the price of our staple exports of 
cotton, of rice, of tobacco, of breadstulls and 
provisions must immensely decline, for that we 
cannot take the return in specie from abroad 
without exhausting those markets in a single 
year, bor Can We consume at home this augmen- 
ting surplus. The Biitish Empire, (per tabie 
G,) took from us, (not during the year of famiue, 
as is called that of 1847,) but in 1848, 
our domestic exports, including cotton, rice, to- 
bacco, breadsiufls and provisions, and otter do- 
mestic articles, exclusive of specie, to the value 
of $78,741,416, and Great Britain and Ireland of 
the value of $64,222,268, aud this is the trade to 
our best foreign customer, which protectionisis 
propose to sacrifice by high or probibitory du- 
ties. If the tariff of 1842 gradually excluded, as 
it must, nearly all British fabrics, could they 
take $78,741,416 in value of our exporis, whilst 
we would take from them scarcely any thing but 
specie in exchange? Such a trude would ex- 
haust Great Britain of surplus specie in a single 
year, and leave her nothing with which to pur- 
chase our exports, and so in regard to all other 
nations. Thus would go our toreign markets, 
commerce and revenue, and with tbein our carry- 
ing trade, and our vessels and steam ships would 
remain at the wharves without freight. If the 
importation of protected articles would rapidly 
decrease when the foreign were high in price 
and specific duties Operated asa protection un- 
der the tariff of 1842, from 41 to 243 per cent. 
(per table H, compiled from treasury returns 
in 1844,) what must not have been the decline 
of importation and revenue when the foreign ar- 
ticle fell, as it bas in many cases, filly per cent, 
bringing up the specific duty, from 41 to 82, and 
from 243 to 486 per cent.? This fact illustrates 
another objection Lo the specific duty, viz: thatal- 
though it professes to be stationary, itis in fact 
constantly augmenting from the reduced price of 
foreign articles. Experience proves that from 
improved machinery, new inventions and re- 
duced cost of production, the foreign articles 
are constantly diminishing in price, whilst the 
specific duty remaining unchanged ii is continu- 
ally increasing in ratio as an equivalent ad va- 
lorem, aud We protection augmenting every 
year. 





therefore is the most just and equal, as also ne- 
cessarily insuring a larger revenue. 


Annexed will be found the table (marked H) 
of seventy-four principal protected articles, 
prepared atthe Treasury Department in 1844, 
from actual returns, and attached, together with 
others, to the very able report of Mr. McKay, 
from the Committee of Ways and Means, of 
March 1], 1844, embracing coal, iron, salt, su- 
gar, cotton goods, &ec., &c., showing the actual 
specific and minimum duties under the tariff of 
1842, on these articles, and the equivalent ad 
valorem, ranging from 41 to 43 per cent. Now 
if these foreign articles have fallen in price 
since that date fifty per cent, the equivalent ad 
valorem would of course now range from 82 
per cent. to 486 per cent., and would go on in 
creasing as the foreign article.diminished in 
price soon becoming absolutely prehibitory and 
destroying all revenue. In this aspect of the 
case, (he objections to the specific duties asa 
permanent system, with a view to revenue, are 
insuperable; while their unjust operation upon 
labor, in imposing so much higher duties as an 
equivalent ad valorem on the cheaper than the 
more costly qualities of goods, cannot be suc- 
cessfully defended. 

Our manufacturers do not desire the restora- 
tion of the tariff of 1842. They know, from its 
excessive and prohibitory duties, it will soon an- 
nihilate imports and revenue, and produce a re- 
action fatal to the protective policy. They 
know, also, that from its immense bounties, ran- 
ging at present prices from sixty to three hun- 
dred per cent. it will stimulate domestic pro- 
duction in a few years, to such an extent, as 
finally to prove most disastrous to our manufac- 
tures. That which our manufacturers now de- 
sire, is what they regard as moderate duties, 
made specific in-certain cases. But these spe- 
cific duties, will, as has been shown, be found 
constantly augmenting in ratio, under the opera- 
tion of the general principle by which the for- 
eign article is continually tending to a diminished 
price, Whereas, the ad valorem always bearing 
the same proportion to the value of the import, 
is therefore always the most just and equal, | 
and yielding the largest revenue. The aug- | 
mented revenue, under the tarilf of 1846, has 
proved that ad valorem duties can be fairly as- 
sessed and collected. It is shown, also by the 
returns, thatthis augmented revenue is derived 
from a comparatively smal! amount of foreign 
imports consumed in the United States. That 
amount, as shown by the tables before referred 
to, marked F., of all these foreign imports thus 
consumed in the year ending 30th June, 1848, 
exclusive of specie being but $127,490,012—upon 
which was realized a net revenue of $31,757, 
070 96. . 
lt appears also from the table, that so far from 
this tariff having filled the country with foreign 
goods beyond ils capacity for consumption, the 
domestic exports lust year, exclusive of specie, 
actually exceeded by the sum (per same table) of 
$2,713,697 the foreign imports, exclusive of 
specie, consumed the same year in the Upited 
States, including all articles but specie, both free 
and dutiable, thus showing a balance of foreign 
trade in our favor, without taking into view the 
immense profits realized in the foreign market on 
our exports, generally estimated at about fifteen 
per cent., or the profits of freight and navigation, 
This was nota year of famive abroad, but of 
abundant crops in Europe, attended also with re- 
vulsions there, highly unfavorable to our com- 
merce, creating innumerable foreign bankrupt- 
cies, by which vast sums were lost to American 
creditors, required to be replaced by the export 
of our specie, which was greatly augmented by 
the discredit in our market of all bilis drawn on 
our foreign shipments, producing by this artifi- 
cial rise of exchange an uunatural demand for 
specie and a consequent exportation. But all 
this specie must soon come back to our country, 
cxcept so far as it is lost by foreign bankruptcy. 

It appears thatfor the year ending June 30, 
1848, not of famine but of abundantcrops in Eu- 








Thus, if the price of sugar was six cents a 
pound and the duty three cents, it would be equal | 
to filly per centad valorem; but if the price ol | 
sugar fell to three cents, the duty would have 
risen to one hundred per cent. ad valorem, thus | 
doubling the protection and continually augmen- 
iing with the decreasing ioreign prices until the 
duty becomes prohibitory and the revenue on 
such articles disappears; whereas the ad valorem 
bears, under all changes of price, the same ex- 
act ratio to the cost of the foreign fabric, and 








rope, our exports of breadstuffs and provisions, 
(per table 1,) amounted to.the sum of $37,472,- 
751, being largely more than double the average 
auoual export during the tariff of 1842. ‘The re- 
sult this year demonstrates that even without a 
famine and in seasons of good crops abroad, and 
even when their means were exhausted the pre- 
ceding year by an unprecedented loss of specie, 
producing unparaileled revulsions and bankrupt- 


change their fabrics for our surplus of agricultu- 
ral products they could and did take a large 
amount of our breadstuffs and provisions, to the 
value of $37,472,751. 

Thus, whilst our farmers found this large fo- 
reign market for their surplus, which otherwise 
must have remained unsold here, our navigating 
interest received a new impulse as well as our 
commerce, our tonnage having increased during 
the last year, (per table F,) from 2,839,046 to 3,- 
150,502 tons, being more than three times the 
increase we ever realized in the same time un- 
der any protective tariff, and making the whole 
increased tonnage under the tariff of 1846, 588,- 
417 tons. The increase of our commerce during 
the two years since the enactment of the tariff of 
1846 has beeu so great that our domestic exports, 
exclusive of specie carried abroad, exceeded, by 
the vast sum of $80,605,181, the exports of the 
two years preceding under the tariff of 1842. 
Whilst the tariff of 1846 has thus augmented our 
commerce, tonnage and revenue, it has seen the 
country pass through thé ordeal of an expensive 
foreign war, absorbing and withdrawing from in- 
dustry nearly fifty millions of caprtal for loans. 
It has seen the great revulsion in Eagland of 1847 
pass over us almost unharmed, whilst the general 
overthrow of governments on the continent of 
Europe, with the unparalleled destruction of con- 
fidence, credit and industry there, and with mil- 
lions Jost to our merchants by foreign bankrupt- 
cies; yet even through this ordeal, under the be- 
nign influence of the Tariff of 1846, the country 
has passed, and is still prosperous and progressive, 
and prices of manulactures are far less depressed 
than has been the case in all such preceding re- 
vulsions. 

Upon the re-enactment of the tariff of 1842, 
or any similar restrictive measure, smuggling to 
a vast extent will become an organized system. 
By estimates from the Topographical Bureaw 
and Coast Survey hereto annexed, marked A. A. 
& B. B. it appears that our direct maritime 
ocean front, exclusive of bays, inlets, islands, 
&c., amounts to 5,120 miles, our frontier upon 
Mexico to 1,456, and our frontier upon the Bri- 
tish possessions to 3,303 miles—making in all 
9,879 miles, which we have to guard against 
smugglers. But if, in addition to this, as must be 
done, we take the shore line of the United States 
on the Atlantic, the Pacific and the Guif, inclu- 
ding the bays, sounds, and other irregularities of 
the sea shore, and of sea islands and of the ri- 
vers to head of tide, it makes a distance of 33,- 
063 miles as estimated by the Coast Survey, 
which added to 4,759 miles of frontier upon the 
British and Mexican possessions, constitutes an 
entire line open to smugglers of 37,822 wiles, to 
protect which against illicit importations, under 
the temptations of sucha tariffas that of 1842, 
would be impossible. In this manner, smuggling, 
so debasing and demoralizing, so destructive of 
revenue, so injurious to the honest trader and to 
the whole country, creating a contempt tor the 
laws and the authority of the Union, would be- 
come the * safety valve” of the protective policy, 
by the operation of causes beyond ail govern- 
mental control. 

Since my last report, the continent of Europe 
has been convulsed by revolutions and civil com- 
motions, paralyzing their commerce, credit, and 
indu: try, and diminishing our trade with them, 
compared with what it would have been if these 
events had not occurred. Nevertheless, such 
have been the advantages of our more unrestric- 


ted commerce wiih ali the world that the esti- - 


mates of revenue for this fiscal year, presented 
in my jast report, may yet be realized; the 
quarter ending on the 30:h of September last, 
being the first quarter of the present fiscal year, 
having yielded $8,991,935 07. ‘The adoption by 
each uation of high tariffs, is a war upon theslabor 
of the world. As labor is more productive, capital 
is more rapidly increased and wages augmeuted, 
yet the tarif, by compelling each nation to em- 
ploy aportion ui its industry in articles which 
can be produced more cheaply abroad, and re- 
fusing the exchange, forces Javor throughout the 
world into less profitable pursuits, and as a con- 
sequence, diminishes the products of labor as 
weilas wages. ‘Thus if siiks can be manufac- 
tured ata less cost in Europe, and breadstuffs 
more cheaply in this country, and by high tariffs 
we preventthe import of siiks here, whilst by 
similar tarifls abroad, or their inability to pur- 
chase from us because we will not take the fab- 
rics in exchange, our breadstufls are excluded to 
a greater or less extent from their market, and 








cies, yel*wilh low duties, enabling them to ex- 





their silks from our own, labor is forced in both 
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countries into less productive pursuits, and both 
parties sustain a loss. International tariffs di- 
minish the aggregate value of the profits of labor 
to the extent of hundreds of millions of dollars 
every year, and reduce correspondingly the wa- 
gesof labor. lt would be most useful to exa- 
mine the tariffs of all nations, and ascertain 
how much labor in each is thereby diverted into 
Jess productive persuits. These tables have 
never yet been collected, but if of the thousand 
million people of the earth, the labor of two 
hundred millions is thus rendered less profitable 
to the extent of one cent a day for each, the an- 
nual loss would be six hundred millions of dol- 
lars. Man was commanded to labor, but he was 
permitted by his Maker to employ his industry 
in each country in those pursuits for which it 
was best suited, and where his labor would be 
less severe and better rewarded. But the laws 
of man, by high duties, diminish the products of 
his industry, thus augment his hours of toil, and 
deprive him of the time designed by his Creator 
for the acquisition of knowledge. These laws 
also, whilst diminishing the wealth of nations, 
produce discord between them; each by high 
tariffs proclaiming war upon the iudustry of all 
others. Under free trade each nation will pro- 
fit by the labor of every other, each will em- 
ploy its industry in those pursuits for which it is 
best adapted, and the surplus of each be thus 
exchanged with the other by a reciprocal com- 
merce beneficial to all parties. 

The-true industrial interests of. nations are 
identical, and in exchanging with“each other the 
products most cheaply produced by each, labor 
everywhere benefits labor, man his brother man, 
and nationseach other, and their only antago- 
nism is introduced by human legislation. The 
doctrine of free trade is the petition of labor to 
employ itselfeverywhere in those pursuits best 
adapted by nature to every country, and yield 
ing therefore in each the largest products and the 
highest wages. It looks upon our race every- 
where as friends, as brethren, as equal in rights 
and united in interest and destiny. Rightly un- 
derstood, there is perfect unity of interest be- 
tween man and m2n, and nation and nation, and 
between capital and labor. 

We see the benefits of reciprocal free trade 
among ali the States of this Union, although 
their wages, products, and fabrics are as various 
as those of separate nations, yet all the States 
find it to be their true interest to admit freely the 
products of each. The benefits of this unre- 
stricted reciprocal commerce constitute the great 
bond of interest constantly augmenting, which 
keeps together the various parts; but if the pro- 
ductive doctrine be true, it would be the real in- 
terest of each and all of these States to impose du- 
ties upon similar products in others for the pro- 
tection of the people of each State. Yet clear 
as is this proof of the benefits of reciprocal free 
trade between the States of this Union, the prin- 
ciple, as a question of political economy is the 
same extended to other States, not united 
with us under the same government. The dilf- 
ference in their political institutions cannot effect 
the great principle of commerce. The local 
laws of Olhio and Louisana, of Mississippi and 
Massachusetts, are more variant in some respects 
than those of many other States beyond the 
limits of the Union. Now whilst we acknowl- 
edge the benefits of reciprocal free trade be- 
tween these four States, thus differing in their 
local institutions, wages, and products, the pro- 
teclionists deny that it would be beneficial to es- 
tablish reciprocal unrestricted commerce with 
other States beyond our limits. Yet variant 
forms of government can make no difference as 
to the reciprocal benefits of commerce. If free 
trade be beneficial among all republican States, 
it might at least be extended to them, although 
monarchies were excluded, but none will main- 
tain that nations should restrict their commerce 
with each other Wecause they differ in their form 
of government. Although governments may dif- 
fer, we are cne race throughout the globe; the 
toiling millions who inhabit it, have one interest, 
and as a question of political economy, the bene- 
fits of free trade mnst be the same whether ex- 
tended to States within or beyond the limits of 
the same government, and each State though se- 
parated hereafter by some catastrophe from 
every other State would be alike still benefitted 
by reciprocal free trade among the whole; for 
their commercial interests would not change 
with the separation {rom the confederacy. A 
Congress, representing the several States of this 
Union, must perceive bow injurious would be 





the effect of a tariff by any one upon its own in- 
terest, and that of all the States. Now trade is 
not geographical or political, and if a Congress 
of delegates from all nations were assembled, 
they would soon perceive that commerce was a 
unit, that it was not local but international, 
and that tariffs by one or more nations on the 
products of others, were just as injurious to each 
and to all nations, as would be a tariff in one 
State upon the productions of all the other States 
ofthe Union. If then, in such a Congress of all 
nations re-assembling from time to time, their 
several tarifls were discussed, and their injurious 
effects upon each and every other nation demon- 
strated, the whole protective system throughout 
the world would fa!] before the light of such an 
investigation. Wherever the laws of nature are 
beyond the reach of man there is perfect order 
uuder the direction of Almighty power, but, 
whenever man can disturb these Jaws, discord 
and injury are sure to ensue. The earth, 
the sun, and countless systems wheeling through 
universal space, move onward in perfect or- 
der and beauty, but even the harmony of the 
spheres would be disturbed if the legislation 
of man could interfere and arrest the laws of na- 
ture. The natural Jaws which control trade 
with other nations, and regulate the relation be- 
tween capital and profits on the one hand, and 
wages and labor on the other, are perfect and 
harmonious, and tbe laws of man, which would 
effect a change, are always injurious. The laws 
of political economy are fixed and certain. Let 
them alone is all that is required of man; let all 
international exchanges of products move as 
freely in their orbits as the heavenly bodies in 
their spheres, and their order and harmony will 
be as perfect, and their results as beneficial as is 
every movement under the laws of nature when 
undisturbed by the errors and interference of 
nan. 

If labor is dear here and low abroad, in the 
exchange of products we get mote of theirs for 
a similar amount of ours, and gain by the ex- 
change. The cheapness of foreign labor is an 
argumentin favor of exchange with them. Thus, 
if we concede as to linens, that Europe, from 
cheap labor, could afford to selj two yards for 
what one would cost here, it would be our inte- 


rest lo purchase from them at the reduced price. | 
But according to the protection theory, the chea- | 
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reciprocal free trade, they must take them, by 
the universal rule that the purchaser will buy 
the cheapest articles without enquiring whether 
they were made at home or abroad. To force 
our industry by protective duties into less pro- 
ductive pursuiis, by forbidding these exchanges, 
is to increase the amount of Jabor and diminish 





its products, or in other words to force our work- 





men to labor more and receive less. 

The people of the Union as consumers, pursu- 
ing their true interest, if left to their own choice, 
unfettered by legislation, will purchase the best 
and cheapest articles. But this 1s restrained by 
law, and the consumers compelled by high duties 
to purchase only or chiefly domestic articles, be- 
cause this, it is said, wili encourage home indus- 
try. But the foreign import has been purchased 
by some domestic export. The barter may not 
have been direct, various factors may have inter 
vened, bills of exchange may have been used, or 
coin may have adjusted occasiopal balances, but 
in a series of years in the aggregate international 
trade is but an exchange of products. Thus the 
foreign import being exchanged for some Ameri- 
can export, our home industry which produced 
that export has been better eucnuraged, than if 
forced by law inio some other pursuit, rendered 
profitable only by high duties. 

The temporary high price of labor in a partic- 
ular employment Is often imputed to the tariff. 
But if it be conceded that the protected articles 
are thus enhanced, this additional price paid by 
(he consumers, is so much capital taken from 
them by the tariff to the full extent of the increa~ 
sed price, which otherwise would bave constitu- 
ted a fund for the employment of labor and the 
paymentof wages. If then anything is gained 
in the enhanced prices by a particular branch of 
industry, it is at the expense of all others, and 
must result in a diminution of wages, depending 
as they do on the aggrégate profit of all the capi- 
tal and Jabor of the country, and not upon that 
employed in any particular branch of industry. 
Thus while weges may be temporarily augmen- 
ied in some pursuits favored by law, they are di- 
miuished in all others, and the wages of a great 
majority of laborers would be reduced, and fi- 
nally of all, 





From the diminished aggregate capital, there 
follows a diminution in the aggregate wages 
paid ina nation. A vast majority of the labor 


per the foreign Jabor and the lower the price of | Of this country 1s employed in agriculture, com- 


its products, the more should we exclude them 
by higher rates of duty. In the absence of du- 
lies, we will exchange our surplus products for 
thelt cheaper fabrics, and our labor being ap- 
plied to the production of articles, thus ex- 
changed abroad, wages will be enhanced here by 
oblaining more extended markets for our pro- 
ducts and getting for them a greater quantity of 
useful articles at lower prices. In the absence 
of tarifls, the division of labor would be accor- 
ding to the laws of nature in each nation, and 
the surplus of each would thus be exchanged 


among the whole, each employing its Jabor only | 


in the most productive pursuils, and therefore 
the aggregate profits would be largest. If labor 
were so low in any foreign ccuntry that they 
could furnish us goods at almost nominal prices, 
and these cheap articles were such as we wanted 
here, it would be our interest to purchase them 
in exchange for our products, and the cheaper 
the foreign articles, the greater would be our 
gain in the exchange. It is a strange objection 
to the purchase of foreign articles, that the price 
is too low. The argument that we must encou- 
rage our infant manufactures was always falla- 
cious, for they would encourage themselves as 
soon as the country was adapted to them. But 
are they now infant manufactures? We have 
called them so for sixty years, and will they ever 
cease to be infant manufactures uniil weaned 
from legislative protection. On the first of Feb- 
ruary next the markets of Great Britain will be 
open to our breadstutis, at nominal duties—shall 
we enlarge the market for our products by sel- 
ling them to Great Britain in the only way in 
which she can purchase them for a series of 
years, by taking in exchange such of her fabrics 
as she can selltous at cheaper rates than we 
can make them? To the farmer or planter, this 
is just a question whether he shali have two 
markets or one, or whether he shall sell more at 
a higher price, or Jess at a lower price. If it be 
our interest to shut out British fabrics it would 
be theirs to renew their corn laws, and exclude 
our breadstuffs from their markets. 

|t is said that other nations will not take our 
products in exchange for their fabrics ; but, with 








merce, navigation, and the non-protected pur- 
suits, and if these are depressed, their profits are 
reduced, the wages of those employed in such 
pursuits fall, many are thrown out of employ- 
ment, and thus a general fall of wages ensues, 
and the protected manufacturer eventually ob- 
tains labor at a very reduced rate. The effect of 
a protective tariff in truth, is not to enhance wa- 
ges, but to depress them, and render capital in- 
vested in manufactures more profitable by en- 
hanced prices of the protected fabrics. Wages 
throughout the whole country become lower than 
they were before ; because the aggregate profits 
of the capital of the nation, engaged, in all its 
industry, is diminished. Wages in one branch 
of industry cannot be high when they are low in 
all others; for wages, like all other commodi- 
ties, unfortunately will soon find the same level. 
The aggregate profits of all the labor of the 
country, and not of any particular branch of in- 
dustry, constitute the fund out of which wages 
are paid; and if that general fund Is reduced by 
diminished profits, wages throughout the whole 
country must eventually fall. Jf, then, the great 
mass of Jabor in this country, and of capital, is 
invested in agriculture, commerce, navigation, 
and such branches of industry as require bo pro- 
tection, and these pursuits are jnjured by a pro- 
tective tariff, either by diminishing the market 
for the surplus raised by those employed, redu- 
cing the price of what they sell, or compelling 
ihem to pay more jor what they buy, there must 
be in time a general fall of wages throughout 
ithe country, even although a particular branch 
of industry may have been rendered more pro- 
fitable by a protective tariff. This duty, then, 
instead of protection, is a tax upon the whule 
industry of the country invested in pursuits re- 
quiring no tariff. ’ 

Nor is it any mitigation but an aggravation of 
the evil, that some other nations impose high 
duties on their own consumers of foreign pro- 
ducts. ‘The foreign duly may or may not prove 
injurious to our industry. Ifthe American arti- 
cle is still in some cases sold abroad to their 
consumers at a price enhanced by their duty, 
the injury may have been to that extent lo them 
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only and not to us; but when by way of relieving | perous than the resident of the seaboard. But 
us from this injury, whether real or imaginary, | the farmers’ products are highest upon the sea- 


we impose a tax upon our own people as consu- 
mers, by compelling them to pay high prices for 
foreign products by high duties, we only aug- 
ment theevil. Reciprocal free trade is best for 
all, and reciprocal high duties worse. When it 
is said, 1f foreign nations tax our produce- by 
high duties, we must tax theirs in the same 
manner, we forget that their duty on foreign 
imports falls mainly on their own people who 
purchase such imports, and so likewise our tax 
on foreign imports falls chiefly on our own peo- 
ple who purchase them. Let us buy such im- 
ports as we desire at low prices, and the differ- 
ence ‘of price that is thus saved to our peo- 
ple, is so much gained as an additional capital to 
encourage our own industry, to increase em- 
ployment and the wages of labor. 

But if the system of reciprocal taxation is 
wrong, what argument can be offered in favor of 
high duties upon fabrics of foreign nations, when 
they receive our exports at a nominal duty in ex- 
change. Formerly our protectioni-ts admitted 
that if Great Britain would freely receive ouf 
breadstuffs, we should take their fabrics at low 
duties, or free of duty in exchange. Then be 
corn laws were in full force in Great Britain, 
and it was supposed would so forever remain. 
But the system was repealed, and our chief agri- 
cultural products are now invited free of duty, 
or a nominal duty, on the Ist of February next, 
into all their ports. Our protectionists now aban- 
don their former position and maintain that it in- 
jures our farmers to purchase British fabrics at 
low prices, even though- England will take our 
breadstuffs at a nominal duly in exchange. 

Wages can only be increased in any nation, in 
the aggregate, by augmenting capital, the fund 
out of which the wages are paid, and the capital 
gained by saving in the diminished co.t of pro- 


e ° ‘4 P | 
ductions and prices to the consumers, will invest | 


itself in new pursuits, necessarily augmenting 
the demand for Jabor, and as a consequence its 
aggregate products, profits and wages. On the 


board, and lower at every point as we retire from 
it; lower at Albany and Buffalo; still lower at 
Erie, Cleveland, Detroit, Chicago, Lasalle, whilst 
the price of all the farmer buys is proportionally 
enhanced, and nothing but the fact that his lands 
are cheaper in proportion as they are remote 
from the foreign market, enables him to sustain 
the competition. 

The protective system is agrarian and a war 
upon property. It attempts to organize labor 
and capital by law, adding to the profits of one 
pursuit by reducing those of another. It 38 in- 
compatible with the security of capital or labor, 
for capital is but the accumulation of the gains 
of labor, and, therefore, whatever destroys the 
security or profits of capital, results in ap equal 
injury to labor. Besides its injurious effects 
upen industry, it is an arbitrary and despotic 
power, and if the people should become accus- 





tomed to its exercise, looking for legislative sup- 
port and protection, it would terminate in a 


| struggle for the division and distribution by Con 


gress every year, of property, profits and capital, 
among the favored classes. No legislation o! 
man can change the law of capital and wages, 
namely, that as capital augments, being the 
source from which wages are paid, there will be 
an increased demand for labor and a consequent 
addition to its reward. 
the weights in the opposite side of the scale, vi- 
brating under unchanging laws, wages ascending 
as capital is augmented, and descending as the 
capital is reduced. If, then, we would augment 
wages as every lover of mankind must desire, 
we must increase cepital, which no tariff or or- 
ganization of Jabor can effect, although it may 
transfer capital from one pursuit to another, al- 
Ways diminishing the aggregate profils when the 
transfer is forced by law. 

The belief is erroneous that as manufactures 
| increase in number, skill, capital and products, 
they will perpetuate high tarifls. When they 
‘attain this condition, and their fabrics exceed 





other hand the destruction or diminution of ca-| (he home demand, they will desire free trade to 


pital by destroying or reducing the fund from 
which Jabor is paid, must reduce wages. It is 


not, however, by the transfer of the same amount | 


of capital by law, from one pursuit to another, 
that the aggregate capital and profits of national 
industry can be increased, but by the augmenta- 
tion of capital, whether by saving or otherwise ; 
and the radical defect of the restrictive system, 
is, that the tariff never augments capital, but 
simply changes the pursuits in which it is inves- 
ted, and therefore can never augment wages. On 
the contrary, it must in the aggregate depress 
wages, by preventing a saving of capital for the 
employment of labor and the increase of its wages. 

Our arguments for low duties, as has hereto- 
fore been conceded by our most distinguished 
proetctionists, insured the repeal of the British 
corn jaws. Arguments here in favor of protec- 
tion, present to all nations the supposed bene- 
fits of restriction, and would therefore persuade 
them all to enact high tarifis. Our argument in 
favor of free trade appeals to all nations to re- 
duce their duties on our products, whereas our 
arguments for protection, are reasons offered to 
all nations to ruise the dulies on our exports. One 
argument would persuade them all of the mutu- 
al benefits of reciprocal free trade, and teach 
the doctrine of international unity of interest ; 
whereas the other, allempts to prove that their 
interests are antagonistical, and will be best con- 
sulted by each inflicting the greatest injury upon 
the others, by high tariffs. Tne one would be 
read abroad in their legislative and exesulive 
councils in favor of a reduction of duties on our 
products, the other would be quoted in favor of 
increasing such dulies. 

High tarifls should be most useful where they 
are the most effective. Let us take the interior 
of New York, remote not only from the ocean, 
but from railroads and canals. Now if the duty 
were twenly per cent. on the import arriving at 
the city of New York or its vicinage, that city 
and its neighborhood, by the protective theory, 
should be more injured by the importation than 
the Tuterior of the State, the freight to which on 
many foreign articles might add twenty per cent. 
to the cost, making the whole enhaucement of 
price forty per cent., and thus operating as a 
double protection in the interior compared with 
the seaboard. Now if the restriclive theory be 


true, the resident of the interior being better pro- | 


tected, the tariff and freight on the foreign article 
operating as double duty should be more pros- 


|open to them the foreign markets. In England 
this is now the case, and their mavufacturers are 
the great advocates of free trade, as our manu- 
facturers in time will be, and ultimately unite 
with all other classes in desyring the abandon. 
mentof all tarifls and custom houses, and the 
repeal of all restrictions of commerce. 

Congress having extended the revenue Jaws to 
Oregon, and created Astoria the port for t 
District, the revenue cutter Cornelius W. Law- 
rence was ordered to that coast uncer the com- 
mand of Capt. Alexander V. Fraser, ar officer 
of talents, zeal una fidelity. The Coast Survey 
was also extended there, and through its aid 
buoys will be located and light houses con- 
structed as directed by Congress. ‘The revenue 
laws not having been extended to Calilornia, no 





| 
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ment exercised all its authority by issuing the 
circular hereuuto annexed, (marked Y) opening 
free trade under the Constitution, between its 
ports and those of the Union, at the same time 
guarding the revenue from loss as far as practi- 
cable. It is recommended that besides Astoria, 
collection districts be authorised at San Diego, 
Monterey, Puget Sound and San Francisco upon 
the Pacific. Our maritime frontier upon the 
Pacific is now nearly equai to our Atlantic coast, 
with many excellent bays and harbors, admira- 
bly situated to command the trade of Asia and of 
the whole Western coast of America, whilst our 
coastwise trade between the Atlantic, the Gull 
and Pacific, must soon become of great value. 
Congress having directed this Department to 
'recommend such measures as will increase our 


we desire a lucrative trade and augmented reve- 
nue from our Pacific coast, this object can best 
be accomplished by many additional steamships 
upon that ocean, as well as upon the Atlantic 
and the Gulf. Beneficial as this system has 
proved upon the Atlantic and the Gull, in aug- 











menting our commerce and revenue, our ton~ 
nage and navigation, it is sti better adapted to 


| the Pacific and the long voyages along its shores 


and to Asia. This tranquil ocean, as indicated 
by its name, more subject to calms, is better 
adapted to steam than the more boisterous At- 
lanuic, and with less danger of injury to the ma- 
chinery. 

‘The calms of the Pacific, so often retarding 
ihe sailing vessel, make shorter and saler the 
voyage of ihe steamship, whist at olher periods, 


Capital and wages are | 


commerce and revenue, it is suggested that if) 








| 





the trade winds blowing for months continuously 
in one direction, not affecting the course of the 
steamer, but forcing sailing vessels somany thou- 
sands of miles out of their way, render steam ne- 
cessary to the profitable navigation of this ocean. 
From all these causes the Pacific must become 
the principal theatre for the peaceful triumphs of 
the great expansive power of steam, and we must 
extend its use there, under our own flag, if we 
would desire to contend successfully with other 
nations for the trade and specie of Asia and Wes- 
tern America. Our imports from Asia, such as 
teas, silks, and chiefly costly articles, are still 
better adapted for the steamships than heavy 
products. The time required in crossing twice 
the Tropics and the Equator, from our Atlantic 
ports to Asia, in the long voyage of the sailing 
vessel, is felt severely, not only in the loss of in- 
terest and in the less rapid cireulation of capital 
and realization of profits, but in the still greater 
loss in arriving at home too late with the cargo, 
and thereby losing the market, or at least a bet- 
ter price ; and this loss of time and interest, of 
price and markets, is as great in the return as in 
the outward passage. The voyage by steam 
from our Atlantic ports to Asia, by the route of 
Chagres and Panama, with a railroad to be eon- 
structed by private enterprise across the Isthmus, 
would soon be accomplished in a month, instead 
of three or four months, and the gain of time in 
our Coastwise trade between both oceans would 
be stillgreater. In ancient and in modern times 
the cities and nations that secured the trade of 
Asia were greatly enriched. This has occurred 
successively with ‘T'yre, Sidon, Carthage, Alex- 
andria, Venice, Genoa, Lisbon, Amsterdam, and 
London, whilst this rich traflic built up large ci- 
lies even in the midstof deserts, in the caravan 
route of the track through which it passed. With 
our front upon both oceans and the Gulf, aided 
by steamships, by low duties, and by shortening 
the voyage by the Isthmus route, as presented in 
my apnual reports of December, 1846 and 1847, 
we may secure this commerce, and with it in 
lime command the trade of the world. 

We may also extend our commerce with all 
the countries bordering upon the coast of Wes- 
tern America, richer than all other in the pre- 
cious metals, and abounding in articles which 
we desire but do not produce, whilst new and 
vast markets will be opened there for our pro- 
ducts and manufactures, and the number and pro- 
fits of our whale ships greatly increased. Distant 
how as gre Our possessions upon the Pacific, if 
we would desire to extend to them the benefits 
and blessings of the American Union, and unite 
them with us in the bonds of an ever augmenting 
commerce and intercourse, there is at present 
nothing but steamships that can perform these 
importunt duties, in connection with a railroad 
across the Isthmus of Panama. Such a road 
would always be useful tor our trade from the 
Atlantic and the Gulf, with the western coast. of 


duties could be collected there, but the Depart-| America, and atleast for heavy products with 


Asia, and especially with that portion of it near to 
or south of the Equator, with the Isiands in the 
Indian Ocean and with Australia, even if al some 
distant period a railroad should unite the Atlan- 
tic, the Gulf and the Mississippi, with our har- 
bors upon the Pacific. ‘That such a road will be 
made at some fulure period upon the most prac- 
ticable route, is not doubted, although from the 
time and capital required, its completion unfor- 
tunately may be remote : bul the railroad which 
private enterprise could build within a year or 
two across the Isihmus, would answer ail our 
present purposes, aud would at once bring New 
York withi» ten days of the Pacific, and within 
thirry days of China, and New Orleans still nea- 
rer, maintaining also the importapt Communica- 
tion between our own harbors on the Atlantic, 
ibe Gulf, and the Pacific. 

The estimates required by law from this de- 
partment for the revenue likely to accrue from 
foreign commerce with all our ports, including 
those upon the Pacific, must depend upon future 
events. If private enterprise should soon con- 
siruct the railroad across the Isthmus, if an ade- 
quate number of steamships in continuation of 
-he beneficial system already commenced should 
facilitate the trade between Asia and our Paci- 
fic ports, bringing them within twenty days of 
China, with the best steamers in suflicient num- 
bers, starting at regular periods from the Atlan- 
tic and the Gulf to Chagres,and from Oregon 
and California to Panama, to Asia, and the whole 
Western coast of Ameriea, the commerce of all 
our ports would be incalculably increased, and 
ihe revenue collected on the Pacific, rise in a 
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few years to several millions of dollars per an- 
num. Nor is it only with those nations of Asia, 
with whom we already have treaties, that the 
steamships would increase our commerce, but it 
would introduce it together with diplomatic re- 
Jations into vast regions of the East, with whom 
we have formed no treaties, estimated to contain 
one hundred and thirty-five millions of people. 
Many of these are large and populous empires, 
abounding in specie and in many articles which 
we need but do not produce, and desiring also 
our products and manufactures in exchange. 
Among those empires with whom we have no 
treaties and little or no trade, are Persia, Corea, 
Cochin China, Burmah and Japan, with whom 
nothing but the steamship can successfully intro- 
duce our commetce. Among these is the empire 
of Japan, highly advanced in civilization, con- 
taining fifty millions of people, separated but 
two weeks by steam from our Western coast. 
Its foreign trade is now nearly confined to two 
Dutch vessels, although it is separated from 
Holland by 18,000 miles, and from our own Pa- 
cific coast only by 4,500 miles. Its commerce 
can be secured to us by persevering and peace- 
ful efforts. Our steamships would pass on their 
way to China through the narrow channel sepa- 
ting the two great islands composing the empire 
of Japan, monthly or weekly in sight of both 
their coasts, and by thus familiarizing them with 
our mercantile marine, extending their know- 
Jedge, overcoming their prejudice, and opening 
to therm new views of their own true interests, 
would soon unseal their ports-to our commerce. 





The acquisition of our immense coast upon the 
Pacific, and the introduction there of our steam- 
ships, especially when private enterprise shall 
unite the ocean by an Isthmus, as remarked in 
my annual report of December, 1846, * revolu- 
lionize in our favor the commerce of the world, 
and more rapidly advance our greatness, wealth and 
power, than any event which has occurred since the 
adoplion of the Constitution.’ The same great 
subject was again referred to in my annual re- 
port of December 1847, as ** anew commercial 
era,” requiring “ocean steamers in addition to sai- 
ling vessels,” as connecting us ‘* with China, con- 
taining nearly one-third of the population of the 
globe.” 

Our ports upon the Gulf, with those upon both 
oceans fronting upon Europe from the east, and 
Asia from the west, occupying the central posi- 
tion between all the continents of the globe, 
nearer to them all by convenient routes than 
any other nation, including an easy access to the 
whole interior of our own country, we want 
only the ocean steamships of adequate strength, 
speed and numbers, to give us the command of 
the trade of all nations. Nor should we forget 
that in carrying our trade among the great and 
populous nations of Asia, and facilitating inter- 
course with that region, passing from coast to 
coast in the short period of twenty days, and 
with monthly or weekly steamships, the light of 
Christianity following the path of commerce, 
would return, with all its biessings, to the east 
from which it rose. In those regions cemmerce 
must be the piecursor of Christianity; com- 
merce which teaches peace and intercourse be- 
tween nations, which declares that man is not 
the enemy of man, nor nation of nation, but that 
the interests of all countries and of all mankind, 
are identical, and that they will all advance 
most rapidly under the general influence of an 
unrestricted reciprocal trade and intercourse. 
By our recent acquisitions upon the Pacific, Asia 
has suddenly become our neighbor, with a placid 
intervening ocean, inviling our steamships upon 
the track of a commerce greater than that of all 
Europe combined. This commerce is ours, if 
our mercharts and governmer.t should, by their 
united energies, secure for us, with Asia, a rapid 
and frequent communication by steam. Our pro- 
ducts and our manulactures, and especially our 
coarse cotton fabrics, are precisely what are de- 
sired by several hundred tullions of their peo- 
ple, who will send us back in return their specie 
and their rich productions, so few of which are 
raised within our own limits. From our coast 
on the Pacific, as well as from the Gulf and the 
Atlantic and the Isthmus route, we would be 
much nearer to the west coast of America, as 
well as Asia, than any European power, and 
wilh the best steamships in adequate number, 
with the greater certainty of the voyage, of the 
period of arrival and departure, and economy of 
tume and saving of interest, and with diminished 
cust of carriage, we would ultimately supply the 
western coast of America as well as Asia, with 


) 


‘their first lines of steamships into full and suc- 


difficulties in the commencement of their first 
line of packet ships, which soon, however, out- 


| in the outset of their great enterprise, will soon 


our products and manufactures on better terms 
than any European nation. We would in time 
receive the productions of the east in exchange, 
not only for our own consumption, but to be 
warehoused in our ports as entrepots for the 
supply of Europe, and, so far as European fab- 
rics should reach Asia and the western coast of 
America, they would ultimately pass chiefly 
through our hands as factors and in our vessels, 
events which would very soon give us the com- 
mand of the trade and specie of the world. 

From these great events the whole country 
would derive vast benefits, but especially the city 
of New York. {t would become the depot and 
store-house, and entrepot of the commerce of 
the world, the centre of business and exchanges, 
the clearing bouse of international trade and bu- 
siness, the place where assorted cargoes of our 
own products and manufactures, as well as those 
of all foreign countries, would be sold and re- 
shipped, and the point to which specie and bul- 
lion would flow as the great creditor city of the 
world for the adjustment of balances, as the fac- 
tor of all nations, and the point whence this 
specie would flow into the interior of our coun- 
try through all the great channels of internal 
trade and intercourse. With these great events 
accomplished, and with abundant facilities for 
the warehousing of foreign and domestic goods 
at New York, it must eventually surpass in 
wealth, in commerce and population, any Euro- 
pean emporium, whilst as a necessary conse- 
quence, al] our other cilies and every portion of 
the Union, and all our great interests would de- 
rive corresponding advantages. Our merchants, 
as must have been expected in any new enter- 
prise, encountered some difficulties in putting 


cessful operation, but these obstacles they are 


rapidly overcoming. ‘They encountered similar 


stripped those of all other countries; and the 
same success, with a Jioeral governmental policy 


follow as regards these ocean steamships. 
In view of the rapidly augmenting trade be- 


In connection also with our supply of the pre- 
cious metals from the interior of these countries, 
as well as from Peru and Chili, and the trans- 
portation of our gold and other minerals from 
California, these routes may all become useful. 
The collector of San Diego, should be authorised 
to appoint a deputy at some port in our territory 
as near as may be to the juncture of the rivers 
Gila and Colorado, at the head of the Gulf of 
California, with a view to our future trade on 
that Gulf, as authorised by the recent trealy 
with Mexico, in connection with Lower Califor- 
nia, and the adjoining Mexican States of Sonora 
and Sualoa,so rich in the precious metals and 


‘containing the important ports of Guayamas ana 


Mazatlan. 

I renew the recommendation heretofore made 
by me for reciprocal free trade between the Ca- 
nadas and the United States, in all articles of 
the growth, manufacture or production of either 
country. I recommend also the passage of a law 
tendering a similar reciprocity to Mexico. It is 
known that the Canadas, with the consent of 
Great Britain, (and it is believed New Bruns- 
wick, adjoining New England,) also would cheer- 
fully accept the reciprocity. ‘The advantages to 
the Canadas would be great as well as to our 
ports on the Lakes, the St. Lawrence, and the 
Atlantic, accompanied by increased tolls and bu 
siness on our immediate railroads and canals. 

With our neighboring republic of Mexico, 
now revising her tariff, so rich in precious me- 
tals and dye-stuffs, and other raw material of 
manufacture, with whom it is our true interest 
to enconrage the most friendly relations and re- 
ciprocal and unrestricted commerce, although 
she may not at once enact a reciprocal statute, 
yet it is clearly her interest to do so, and with 
such an offer standing upon our statute book, it 
would receive the attention of that republic, and 
in time be adopted ; and meanwhile it would 
present to Mexico, the best evidence of our 
anxious desire to maintain with her the most 
iriendly relations, together with free and recip-~ 
rocal commerce and intercourse. 

‘The Mexican tariff prepared by this depart- 
ment and enforced by the President of the United 





tween our ports on both oceans, I recommend | 


} that an act be passed by Congress, under which | 
/all products aud fabrics may cross the Isthmus | 


of Panama, under the provisions of our most | 
important recent treaty with New Grenada ;/| 
that foreign goods may be taken from our ware- 
houses and landed 1n our ports on either ocean 
orghe gulf, in the same manner that goods now 
warehoused in any port, may be taken into and 
re-warehoused in another. To prevent frauds 
upon the revenue, it will be necessary to provide 
for the appointment of agents or consuls io re- 
side at Chagres and Panama, in the same manner 
as now authorised by Congress in regard to Chi- 
huahua, under the actof 3d of March, 1845. If 
this should not be done, our commerce will be 
forced twelve thousand miles out of its course 
through the long voyage around Cape Horn. The 
drawback of the duties on foreign goods expor- 
ted to Chihuahua, by the routes of the Missouri, 
Arkansas, and Red rivers, should be extended to 
that by the Rio Grande, as well as to such other 
routes through Texas as may be found safe and 
practicable. A port of entry should be estab- 
lished at the north of the Rio Grande, as well as 
at such cther points on that river as may be ne- 
cessary to guard our revenue laws from invasion 
on that frontier, and to secure the interior trade 
with Mexico. The drawback of duty shoul dalso 
be allowed on goods exported to Monterey and 
Saltlilo, and perhaps other important interior 
towns in Mexico, on the same conditions as are 
now applicable to Chihuahua. In recommending 
the regulations before referred to for the transit 
of goods across the Isthmus of Panama, I would 
respectfuliy suggest the extension of the same 
privilege to the routes by the Mexican Isthmus 
of Tehuantepec, by Lake Nicaragua, by the Rio 
Atrato and San Juan, to go into effect whenever 
the same right of transitcan be obtained from 
ocean to ocean. Some, if not all of these routes 
may be traversed by railroads, and may become 
important as well as that by Chagres and Pana- 
ma, for our foreign and coastwise commerce be- 
tween the two great oceans, as well as for the 
interior trade of Mexico, New Grenada and 
Central America ; and the transit of the Mexi- 
can Isthmus would be highly advantageous to the 
whole country, but especially to the valley of the 
Mississippi and its great depot, the city of New 





Orleans, so near the Pacific by that new and im- 


States, with a view to military contributions in 
Mexico, added several millions of dollars to our 
means during the recent contest, as well as aided 
the credit and loans of the Government. It was 


(anew but most salutary example set to beltige- 
/rents in all future wars, not to destroy their own 


commerce and that of neutral and friendly pow- 
ers, by embargoes and biockades of the poris of 
the enemy, but to diminish the evils and losses 
of wars by encouraging our own commerce and 
that uf all the rest of the worid with the enemy’s 
ports at more moderate duties, at the same lime 
devolving upon the enemy instead of our own 
people, as large a portion as practicable of the 
burthens and expense of the contest, so as lo 
bring it to a speedy and honorable conclusion. 
This example, so favorable to neutral nations, 
mitigating so much the losses of wars, substilu- 
ting commerce instead of embargoes and bloc- 
kades, was received with high satisfaction by ail 
the powers with whom we were al peace, aud is 
believed, at the same time, tu have had no in- 
considerable influence in accelerating the peace 
with Mexico. ‘This measure was a step in ad- 
vance of the progress of commerce and civiliza- 
tion. Jt was an example worthy to be set to ail 
nations by the United States, and was so warmly 
approved by all countries that if uniortunately 
for mankind wars should hereafter occur, and es- 
pecially a general European war, the danger of 
which many apprehend to be immuivent, the 
American precegent would probably be adopted 
by other powers, leaving ali ports of the enemy 
open to neutral commerce, and the consequent 
gain to our country incaiculable. We snould 
not only have gained the great principle tor 
which we have su long contended, that free ships 
make free goous in trading with the ports of a 
neutral when in her own pvussession, but we 
should also terminate the system of actual as 
well as paper blockades, and Jeave our com- 
merce uninterrupted in the ports of all bellige- 
rents. ‘his consideration is rendered more mo- 
mentous by the fact that our future position, it is 
hoped, in all ume to come, willbe that of a neu- 
tral, and that as the result In part of our won- 
deriui military power displayed in our recent 
glorious achievements and unparalleled victories, 
as well as from the developements of our money- 
ed resources, More than one hundred millions of 
dollars havign been offered by our own Capital- 








portant route. 


ists al a premium for a government six per cent. 


ee age a ey i a a A 


meponn 5 ate ma 
we 
vod a” 








10 


NILES NATIONAL REGISTER. 





ee 





stock upon advertisements for less than one-half 
that sum, we shall be permitted to enjoy hereaf- 
ter the Slessings of uninterrupted peace with all 
the world. 

Among the important results of that reduced 
Mexican tariff as prepared by this LD -partment, 
is the light thrown by its operations upon the 
commerce and revenue of Mexico, and the de- 
monstra.ion that both would be augmented by its 
provision. So strong has been the effect pro- 
duced, that a proposition to remove the probibi- 
bitions on nearly all our exportsto Mexico, ex- 
isting under the old system, was carried in one 
House, at the recent session of the Mexican 
Congress, leaving, it 1s hoped, only the details to 
be perfected at some future session—a measure 
that would open new markets to our products 
and fabrics, prove highly beneficial to Mexico, 
and unite the neighboring republics in the more 
intimate and friendly relations of an increasing 
reciprocal commerce and intercourse. 

I renew the recommendations contained in all 
my annual reports for the establishment of a 
branch of the mint of the United States at the 
city of New York. Thatcily, our great com- 
mercial metropolis, is advancing to its ultimate 
position (so important to the whole country,) as 
the emporium of universal commerce, the ceutre 
of international exchanges, and the storehouse of 
the products of the world. 

To attain this result we must secure for our 
great emporium {in competition with foreign 
cities) the command of her due proportion of 
coin and bullion. Now, itis clear, that where 
bullion cannot be coined, and no re-coinage can 
take place, this cannot be accomplished. Ameri- 
ca is the great continent for the precious metals ; 
they are now found in extraordinary quantities 
in our Union, and to a vast extent in countries 
adjacent. Yet nearly all this coi and bullion 
are diverted to other countries, and especially to 
Great Britain, being one of the chief instruments 
in aiding that country in maintaining her com- 
mand of the business of the world. By steam- 
ships, and by exports of her own products and 
fabrics, she accumulates coin and bullion in Lon- 
don, and provides for their coinage and re-coi- 
nage in the least time, and without expense ; and 
yet, in ourown commercial emporium, we have no 
mint, or even a branch mint, for the important 
process of coinage or re-coinage. If we would 
command the commerce of all nations, it must be 
through some one American commercial em pori- 
um, the great centre of our own trade and business. 
‘The history of trade demonstrates that some 
such great point is indispensable to enable any 
nation to command universal commerce ; and 
that such concentration at some one city, instead 
of injuring other cities or parts of the same 
country, is of immense benefit to all. There 
cannot be two or more financial centres of the 
foreign commerce of any one nation, any more 
than there can be two or more centres of a circle. 
‘The same principle of the centre of trade of a 
nation applies to the trade of the world. There 
can be but one such centre for the world, and 
but one for each nation, which, in this country, 
from natural causes, must be New York, where 
the competition must soon commence with fo- 
reign cities for the control of international com- 
merce. Now, as the command of the specie of 
the world is of immense benefit to our whole 
country, and can only be secured by making one 
of our own Cities the centre of universal com- 
meice, it is indispensable to success ip this great 
American enterprise, that specie’ and bullion 
should be inviled from all the world to New 
York, not by any unjust advantages, but by giv- 
ing to it equal faciliues with our other cities for 
coinage and re-coinage. 

lt i not for New York merely, or for its com- 
merce, that this mint is desired, but for the 
benefit of the whole Union. The storehouse of 
the goods and products of the Union must be- 
come the storehouse of its specie; where the 
commerce and goods are, there the representa- 
tives of their value must be elso; and there also 
should be every facility which a mint would give 
for increasing their ciuculaiing values, and for 
bringing them into immediate and active use in 
any form which might be desired. Lt is in vain 
to say thal the specie or bullion brought by our 
commerce to New York, can be sent to a distant 
point where there is a mint, with but Jittle de- 
lay, risk or expense. It:s clear there must be 


some risk, delay and expense, operating as a lax | Can Commeice, our mini, nolwilhsianding the 
on the business of our commercial emporium, | great ability and fidelity with which its business 


| 


Coinage and re-coinage should be immediate, 
without apy risk, expense, or delay; and it 
might be said as regards merchandise, with nearly 
the same truth as is urged in the relation to 
specie, that it would be no injury to the com- 
merce of the Union if light and costly articles 
would be sent at but trifling expense, risk or 
delay, from New York to some distant city, there 
be stamped, marked, or labelled, and returned to. 
New York for sale and distribution in the gene- 
ral markets of our own country or of the world. 
It seems to be forgotten by those who present 
such arguments, that ina great commercial ca- 
piial, where business to the amount of millions 
of dollars is transacted from ten to three o’clock, 
how important time is, where the delay of a day 
nay, ofien an hour, may be mos{ disastrous, and 
change the balance of profit to loss. Merchants 
and men of business should be permuitied to ex- 
change their bullion or foreign coin for Ameri- 
can in a jew hours or moments, as could be dove 
ata mint, or receive at once mint certificates of 
deposit, which often might be to them of the 
greatest importance. ‘Ibe trade in bullion and 
specie, in itself one great branch of commerce 
indispensable in the transaction of business, and 
especially of international exchange, already 
exists lo a great extent in New York, but is limi- 
ted, in diffusing its benefits, to American com- 
merce and exchanges, by the wantof a mint. 
Now it is subject to expenses, risk, and delay, to 
putitinto a form for circulating values, that delay 


convenient for the coinage of their bullion and 
foreign coin, and especially the large amount 
brovght by emigrants into the Union, estimated 
at eight millions per annum, but is used chiefly, 
so far as regards other cities, for that of the 
Government; whereas it ought to be the mint of 
the Government and the people, and for the 
benefit of both, and can only fully become so by 
the location of a branch as recommended. The 
amount of foreign coin re-coined at Philadelphia, 
from Ist of March, 1845. to 30th November, 
1848, on transfers ordered or deposit by offi- 
cers of this Government, directed by me, was 
(per table Q, heretofore annexed,) $11,463, 181— 
being nearly equal to the whole remaining coi- 
nage there, during the saue period, including 
plate and bullion. 

The branch mint would be most important as 
auxiliary to the operations of the constitutional 
treasury, for the present assistant treasurer at 
New York would then become the treasurer 
of the branch mint, and perform both functions 
precisely as is now done at Philadelphia and New 
Orleans, saving the expense of an increase of 
officers, preventing double entries and payments, 
and simplifying the operations of the Govern- 
ment, and saving to the Government and the 
merchant the risk and cost of the double custo- 
dy and transfer from the collector to the assis- 
tant treasurer. From the Ist January, 1847, to 
30th November, 1848, the merchants of Now 








being itself a great Joss of capital, whilst the fo- 
reign coin, cousisting of denominations unknown 
to the great body of our peop'e, is almost use. 
less for the purposes of general circulation. It 
is the rapidity of the circulation of coin that 
gives it its chief value, and accumulates capital 
by the speedy realization of profits. And the 
American eagle or half eagle, and our other de- 
cimal coinage, might in a_ few months perform 
more of the functions of money, and pass more 
rapidly through a greater variety of hau is, than 
if it were in some foreign and unknown coin, 
which would not circulate among our people. 
Hence itis that a mint at New York, to give 
aclivily to our specie circulating capital, by con- 
verling it at once into American coin, would be 
of vats importance to the whole Unicn. 

Credit, when based on real capital, is highly 
beneficial to the commerce of the country ; and 
specie is one of the main pillars upon which 
credit can repose with assured confideuce. And 
we must have that specie as the basis of such a 
credit at our commercial emporium, if we in- 
deed desire to make it the centre of interna- 
tional exchanges. 

With a view to augment the circulation of our 
own coip in our own country, this department 
has arrested, as far as practicable, the payment 
of foreign com outof the treasury, requiring it 
to be re-coined into American coin, by which 
means it bas been enabled, between the Ist of 
March, 1846, and the 30ih October, 1848, to coin 
at our mints (per table K) the sum of $38,717,- 
7U9 22, which, from the Ist of March, 1845, to 
the 1st of March, 1549, must exceed $40,000,000 
—being a larger sum than was eoined in thirty- 
aight years preceding, from 1793 to 1230, in- 
ciusive. 

But whilst the department will have coined 
from the lst Mareh, 1845, to Ist of March, 1849, 
more than $40,000,000, the amount would have 
been augmented to the extent of several mil- 
lions of dollars every year, il there bad veen a 
branch of the mint at the city of New York. 
‘Lhis is proved by the fact, that mostol the for- 


York paid to the collector (per table L) for du- 
ties, the sum of $35,360,678 36 in specie, being 
two-thirds the aggregate payment in specie for 
duties in the Union. Yet, whilst the Govern- 
ment-exacied from these merchants this im- 
mense sum in specie for duties, it refuses them 
even a branch of the mint where bulhon can be 
coined, or foreign coin recoined, the mere esta- 
blishment of which would attract there so much 
specie, and render the payment of this large 
amount so much more easy. The amount of 
specie received by the assistant treasurer at New 
York, from the first of Jannary, 1847, to 30th 
November, 1848, was $57,328,369; and the 
coin disbursed by him there, durimg the same 
period, was $55,496,269: making an aggregate 
of $112 824,638, (per tabie R.) With a branch 
mint at New Yoik, the transaction of business 
would be undisturbed by the operations of the 
constitutional treasury. 

it is true, that even with such a branch there, 
the collection of duties in specie would operale 
as a check, not upon the issues, but upon the 
over issucs of their banks—a gentie and most 
useful check, restraining their over-issues, and 
mitigating, if not preventing, those revulsions 
which are sure to ensue when the business of 
the banks, and, as a consequence, that of the 
country, is unduly extended. Credit 18 useful, 
and most abundant only when itis based upup 
capital and specie, and a legitimate business and 
commerce. But when it is stretehed beyond 
those limits, it necessarily produces revulsions, 
disastrous not only to the parties involved, but to 
the commerce and business of the whole coun- 
try. tis this fatal tendency to over-issues, and 
the too great and dangerous extensions of their 
business, which consulutes the greatest objec~- 
tion to our banking system; and those banks 
which are based on sound capital, and desire to 
conduct their business advantageously tp them- 
selves and to the country, ought to rejoice that 
such others as would transcend these limits, are 
checked and restrained by the demand for coi, 
created by the specie-receiving and specie-circu- 
lating constitutional treasury. 





eign coi sent from New York and oiher points 
to Philadeiphia for recoinage, has becn that por- 
tion Which was received ioc Guvernment dues, 
and transferred mainly, not by the people or | 
merchants, but by the order of this Department, 


During the year 1847, when more than twenty- 
four millions of specie were brought into the 
country, and to a great extent paid in for duties 
and loans to the government, had this coin gone 
into the bunks—as under the old State bank de- 





from the several Government deposituries ; auc 
but littiecoim comparatively has gone from New 
York, transmitted voluntarily by iwdividuals for 
re-coinage, to Philadelphia. lodividuais will not, 
to apy greal extent, subject themselves to the 
risk, expense, and delay of this process ; whereas 
ihe whvle of the coin and bullion, amounting to 








many millions of doliars, jthat come to New 
York by the operations of commerce or by emi- 
grants, now a very large sum, would ail be chan- 
ged into American coin, Uf there was a miul al 
that city. 





Having no branch at the great centre of Ameri- 


posit system, to a great extent it must—and bave 
been made the basis of an inflated currency, lar 
exceeding that of 1836, it would have been fol- 
lowed, upon the sudden fall of the price of our 
breadstulls and staples, and the turn of exchange, 
and flow of specie oul of the country, by a revul- 
sion more disastrous than that of 1837. The fall 
would bave been from a greater inflation to a 
lower depression, the intensity of the disaster 
being augmented by the loans and expenses of a 
foreign war, by the drain of specie to sustain im- 
mense armies in foreign countries, by deprecia- 
tion of Government loans and the fall of the Go- 





vernment credit. She public credit, under that 


system, being inseparably connected with that 


and to tbat exient rendering unequal her contest | is couducieu al Philadeipbia, is not, lo the e€X-/ of the banks as ils deposilaries, the Government 
with European cities for upiversal commerce.!tentit should be, the mint of the peopie, aud' haying no specie, aud depending upon their pa- 
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per, its credit must have fallen with that of the 
banks, as happened in 1837, and during the war) 
of 1812; and loans for specie (which'were indis- 
pensable) could oniy have been optained, as they 
were during that war, at ruinous discounts, 
amounting to millions of dollars per annum. In- 
stead of these sacrifices, the public credit was 
maintained throughout the war, and its stocks 


sold for a high premium instead of ruinous dis- | ded, of course, to the highest bidder. 


counts; the total premium realized by me for 
the Government being $555,511 39. A system 
which has operated so beneficially, both in war 
and in peace, must, in the main, be wise and sa- 
lutary; but it would be still more so, if the 
amendments heretofore recommended by the de- 
partment were adopted, especially as regards the 
securities for disbursements (without which the 
system is not safe,) and the estabiishment of a | 
branch mint at New York, as a most important | 
auxiliary. 

With these amendments, affecting none of the 
principles of the bill, and especially its specie- 
receiving and specie-circulation clauses, it would 
so commend itself to the whole country, and 
prove so benefieial to its industry, commerce, 
and business, as to become our settled policy, 
undisturbed by.cowplaint or opposition from any 
quarter. 

Annexed will be found tables (marked U, and 
V.) communicating, in compliance with the 22d | 
section of the act of the 28th of January, 1847, | 
the information required by that act as regards 
the issue, redemption, purchsse, and re-issue of | 
treasury notes. Statement W. shows the pay-| 
ments into the treasury on account of the loan of | 
1848. Statement X. shows the amount of specie | 
paid into the treasury from all sources, from the | 
Ist of January, 1847, to the 31st of October, | 
1848, amounting to $91,484,823 55; and the dis- | 
bursements in specie, during the same period, | 
amounting to $92,142,512 39; making an aggre-| 
gate, during that period, of receipts and disburse- | 
ments in specie, of $183,627,335 94. | 

Under the act of the 3lst of March last, au-| 
thorizipg a loan for a sum not exceeding sixteen | 
millions of dollars, the department, on the 17th! 
of April last, and for sixty days thereafter, ad-| 
vertised the proposals, as per copy hereunto an-| 
nexed, marked 5. ‘This advertisement was pub- 
lished for sixty days, not only in the several 
newspapers in this city, but also in the papers 
pub.ishing the laws as authorized in each of the 
States; and, with a view to more extensive cir- 
culation, in each of the daily papers of the prin- 
cipal cities of the Union. The proposals were 
also made known to our ministers and consuls in 
the principal cities of Great Britain and the con- 
tineut, Wherever it was believed the premium 
might be enhanced, and bids extended by their 
efforts. The notice was not inserted in te news- 
papers until the 17th April, because, by the third 
section of the act, it was declared that the ad- 
Vertisement should be published * not more than 
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erwise, and the Government received the full 
benefit, in negotiating the loan, of the universal 
knowledge of the final ratification of the treaty 
of peace with Mexico. Upon the 17th of June, 
at the appointed hour, the seals were broken and 
the bids opened by the Chief Clerk of this depart- 
ment, in my presence and that of the bidders and 
the public, the bids recorded, and the loans awar- 


The total amount bid, together with the names 
of the successful and unsuccessful bidders, wall 
be found in the statement hereto annexed, marked 
M. The whole premium obtained on that stock, 
it will be perceived, was $487,168 66, which 
was the more extraordinary, inasmuch, on re- 
ference to the prices current, it will be found 
that the entire sale of the sixteen millions of 
stock, in a single day, exceed the rate at which 
the Government six per cent. twenly years’ 
stock, exclusive of interest and brokerage, was 
then selling in small sums in the market. 

It being made by law the duty of this Depart- 
ment to devote its atlention to *‘ rHE SUPPORT OF 
PUBLIC CREDIT,’ aS Well as to * the improvement 
and management of the revenue,” it is proper to re- 
mark, that this Government has paid punctually 
at all times the public debt at its maturily, as 
wellas the accruing interest, never suspending 
for a moment of time in the discharge of either 
when due. Such has been the attachment of 
the American people to this, the Government of 
their choice, such their regard for honor and 
good faith, that however severe the trial or sac- 
rifice, they have liquidated, as they fell due, all 
the debts of the Uniwn. 

A table, certified by the Register of the Trea- | 
sury, is hereto annexed, marked N, showing our 
population from 1790 to the present period every | 
year; our debt; our receipts from Joans and 
treasury noles; our revenue each year, exclu- 
sive of Joans and treasury notes, as well as from 
these loans and notes; and the principal and in- 
terest of debt paid each year, as wellas the to- 
tal amount. Itis an official record, which every 
American may read with pride and satisfaction. 
lt shows, that whenever it was necessary to pay 
the debt, and sustain the honor of the country, 
the people cheerfully submitted not merely to 
duties on imports, but to direct taxes and exci- 
ses to the amount of many millions of dollars 
every year; and that even when our population 
was sparse and our moneyed resources exireme- 
ly limited, the debts of the country were always 
punctually discharged afterthe adoption of the 
Constitution, both principal and interest, at tbeir 
maturity. 

In 1790 we assumed the debt of the Revolu- 
tion, determined that the honor of the nation- 
should be preserved stainless and unsullied. 
That debt then assumed was $75,463,476 52, 
being equal to a debt at this date of more tian 
$367,000,000, according to population, and near- 

ly six times greater, according to population, 





Sixty, nor less than twenty days from the time 
of \he first insertion of said advertisement, in one 
or two newspapers in the city of Washivgton.” 
Ii, then, upon the day the law passed, or the day 
succeeding, the loan had been advertised, the 
time for opening the proposals must have termi- 
nated by the last of May or the first of June. 
The department, however, upon the information 
before it, felt persuaded that the treaty of peace 
which had been approved by the Senate, would 
be ratified by Mexico ; but that in all probability 
the intelligence of the ratification could not reach 
here by the lastof May or the first of June, but 
that it would be received before the middle of 
June, and consequently, if the advertisements 
were immediately inserted and the proposals 
opened by the last of May or the first of June, 
the Government, in the absence of the news of 
the ratification of the treaty by Mexico, would 
necessarily sell the Joan upon much less advan- 
tageous terms, and al a sacrifice of several hun- 
dred thousand dollars of premium to the Govern- 
ment. Under these circumstances, the depart- 
ment assumed the responsibility of delaying in- 
serling the advertisement until the 17th of April, 
allowing the longest period from that date autho- 
rized by law for opening the proposals, namely, 
the 17th of June, some days before which periou 
I was confident that official intelligence of the 
ratification, by Mexico, of the treaty wouid be 
received here. ‘Ihe result justifiéd these antici- 
pations. The intelligence of the ratification of 
the treaty was not received here by the last of 
May or first of June, nor in fact until a few days 
before the 17th of June, when it was immediate- 
ly made known officially, by telegraph and oth- 





than our present debt. Atthat date, the coun- 
try, exhausted by a seven years’ war, and wea- 
kened by internal difficulues growing out of the 
feeble character of the old Confederation, had 
scarcely commenced her onward career to great- 
ness, wealth and power; yet this debi was vol- 
untarily assumed as a matter of honor, and it 
was paid, including principal and interest, punc- 
tually, without faiiure or suspension. 

Again, at the close of the war of 1812, our 
debt in 1816 was $127,334,493 74, a portion of 
it bearing an: interest of 7 per cent.; yet that 
debt also was not only fully paid in 1836, both 
principal and interest, but the Government, after 
liquidating all its engagements, had a surplus 
leit in the treasury of $28,101,644 91, which 
was deposited with the States for safe-keeping, 
who may be called upon to return it to the Go- 
vernment of the Union, should the emergency 
ever require its use, which 18 most improbable. 
At that date, the country had been exhausted by 
a prolonged and severe struggle with the greatest 
power of the world, and ils commerce almost an- 
nihilated by blockades and embargoes. 

its population then was 8,678,000, and conse- 
quently, according to population, the debt of that 
date wouid be equivalent to a debt at the pre- 
sent period of upwards of three hundred and 
eight millions of dollars, or nearly five times as 
great as our present debl; yet thut debt of 1816 
was not only punctually paid within twenty 
years thereailer, bul a surpius, as we have seen, 
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of that magnitude, ard have a surplus of twenty- 
eight millions, within how short a period may 
we liquidate our present engagements? By re- 
ference to this table, it will be seen that from 
1790 to the present period, including the reim- 
bursement of treasury notes, we have paid a 
public debt, including interest, amounting to a 
totality of upwards of five hundred millions of 
dollars. By reference to the same table, it ap- 
pears that our revenue, during the same period, 
derived from sources other than loans or trea- 
sury notes, was upwards of eleven tundred and 
thirty-six millions of dollars, It will be per- 
ceived that our present debt, including the whole 
of the loan yet to be paid in, and deducting the 
purchase directed by this department of about 
$500,000 of the public debt within the last few 
weeks, would be about $65,278,450 41, (see ta- 
dle O,) but to which must be added about $26,000 
for Mexican and bounty land scrip. Our whole 
debt, including the Joan yet to be paid in, is not 
a sixteenth part of the debt of Great Britain, 
and less than one-half tse annual interest of that 
debt. 

According to a table of the Commissioner of 
the General Land Oifice, hereto annexed, marked 
P, it appears that our whole public domain un- 
sold amounts to 1,442,217,837 acres, which, at 
the present minimum price of $l 25 per acre, 
would make an aggregate value of $1,802,772,- 
296. Regarding them, however, including our 
mineral lands, at twenty-five cents per acre, they 
would yield $360,554,459. Large as 1s this sum, 
our wealth as a nation would be more rapidly 
increased by the sales of all our agricultural 
lands at the low rates, not exceeding twenty- 
five cents per acre, in small farms, to actual set- 
tlers and cultivators, and thus, by enlarged pro- 
ducts and exports, insuring increased imports 
and augmented revenue. 

As it is obvious, even with liberal appropria- 
lions, that our revenue from lands and cusioms 
will enable us to pay the public debt before its 
maturity, 1 present the following suggestion for 
the consideration of Congress. dhe great mass 
of our public debt, exclusive of treasury notes, 
consists of five per cents., redeemable in 1853, 
of six per cents., redeemable in 1856, 1862, 1867, 
and 1863 ; and the military bounty land scrip, is 
bearing six per cent. interest, redeemable at the 
pleasure of the government. Of this sum the 
department, as at present authorized by law, can 
purchase at its discretion, when the means will 
permit, tne six per cents., redeemable in 1856, 
1862, and 1863; the military bounty land serip 
bearing six per cent. interest, and is redeemabla 
atthe pleasure of the government. No power, 
however, is given to the Secretary of the Trea- 
sury to purchase this debt, although Congress 
may authorize the department to liquidate it at 
any time, without paying any premium or ad- 
vance, and | advise such authority to be given, 
to take effect at any time after the first of July 
next. As regards the debt of twenty-eight mil- 
lions of dollars arising {rom treasury notes and 
stock authorized by the act of 23th of January, 
1847, the Secretary of the Treasury has no au- 
thority to purchase treasury noles or stock, ex- 
cept at par. When this act was pending before 
the two Houses of Congress, this department 
recommended that this debt should be placed 
upon the same footing as those which preceded, 
by delegating the authority to the Treasury to 
purchase any portion of il, including the treasu- 
ry notes al the market rate, above or below par. 
Among other reasons which influenced the de- 
partment in this recommendation, was the fact, 
that such a provision would make the debt more 
valuable to the purchaser when it should be sold 
by the treasury, and therefore increase the pre- 
mium which could be obtained by enlarging the 
number of bidders for it hereafter, namely, the 
largest probably of all purchasers, the Govern- 
ment ilself; and the absence of this provision di- 
minished the premiums, the department was 
enabled to obtain upon thisloan. It is obvious, 
that if we have the means to purchase the pub- 
lic debt before its maturity, it should be done 
rather than pay the interest; and it is also clear, 
that as the amount which can be purchased by 
the Government is increased especially to the 
great extent of twenty-eight millions of dollars, 
the treasury can make the purchase upon better 
terms, by enlarging the number of competitors 
who could sell it to our own stock. Under these 





of more than twenty-eight milkons of dollars, 
deposited with the States. If then, in twenty 
years, under such circumstances, and with such 





circumstances, lrecommend that the ‘Treasury 
Department be authorized to purchase at the 
market rate, at any time when its means will al- 


a population and resources, we could pay a debt low, after the first of July next, apy portion of 
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the debt of twenty-eight millions, authorized by 
the act of 28th January, 1847, including treasury 
notes, if any should remain unfunded. This is 
the more necessary, as the sales of the public 
Jands have been set apart by this department, as 
directed by that act, for the payment of the in- 
terest and purchase of the principal of this stock, 
which is impossible at present, the right of pur- 
chase being limited to par. Unless, then, authority 
should be given to purchase this stock at the 
market rate, a considerable sum must remain in 
the treasury on the first of July next of these 
sales, which can be used for no purpose what- 
ever. Assoon as it was ascertained, on the es- 
timates of the several departments, that the Go- 
vernment had the means to purchase a portion of 
its debt, and arrest the interest, the department 
considered it to be its duty to make the purchase. 
Upon looking into these estimates, and compar- 
ing them with our means, it was found that there 
would be a balance of $2,853,694 84 in the trea- 
Sury on the lst of July, 1849, and a balance of 
$5,040,542 Ll on the Istof July, 1850. There was 
also at that date, by the latest returns, (a copy 

of which is hereto annexed marked T,) $3,403,- 
894 48, in specie in the several depositories to 
the credit of the Treasurer of the United States, 
after deducting all drafts unpaid and outstan- 
ding ; and since the purchase of this stock there 
remained, by latest returns, (marked as above,) 
$3,661,726 88 in specie subject to the draft of 
the Treasurer, after deducting all drafts unpaid 
and cutstanding. Under these circumstances, it 
was resolved to make the purchase to the amount 
of $500,000 —thus using a part of the premium 
obtained on the loans by this department, in i- 
quidating to that extent the debt incurred ; and, 
by the rise of the stock since this purchase, had 
it been delayed until the present period, the Go- 
vernment would have been compelled to pay a 
much higher price. It was essential to success 
(nnless by largely advancing the premium) that 
the purchase should be made by a confidential 
agent; and directions for the purchase were ac= 
cordingly given to Mr. C. W. Lawrence, the col 

lector at New York, in whom the whole com- 
munity in which he resides justly repose unboun- 
ded confidence, and who had. executed every 
trust with fidelity. A full statement of all the 
details of this purchase, which was made at the 
Jowest market rates, is being prepared and will 
be placed promptly before the Committee of 
Ways and Means of the House, and of Finance 
of the Senate. 

That the debt should be liquidated as rapidly 
as the means in the treasury will permit, so as to 
arrest the running of interest, will not, it is pre- 
sumed, be doubted ; but the Government should 
have its option to purchase any of ils stock so as 
to lessen the premium which it would be compel- 
Jed to pay; and the purchase should be very gra- 
dual and progressive, for if it were forced too 
rapidly, the premium would become exorbitant. 
In view of the uncertainty which attends all cal- 
culations of accruing revenue, it will probably 
not be regarded as. judicious to make any further 
purchase until a period succeeding the Ist July 
next, when estimates both as to receipts and ex- 
penditures will be tested by results, when it will 
be known with certainty what means will be at 
the disposal of the department to reduce the pub- 
lic indebtedness. As an evidence of the progress 
of the country in wealth and credit, it may be 
useful to contrast the sales of the Government 
stock and treasury notes during and immediately 
succeeding the war of 1812, with similar sales 
during and immediately succeeding the war with 
Mexico. By the report of the Committee of 
Ways and Means of the House of Representa- 
tives of Congress, of the 13th of April, 1830, it 
appears that for the loans of the war of 1812, for 
eighty millions of dollars in stock and treasury 
notes, the Government obtained but $34,000,000, 
alter deducting discounts, and depreciation, being 
a loss of $41,000,000 upon its transactions, where- 
as, on the Joans of the Jast war with Mexico, this 
department obtained for forty-nine millions o! 
dollars, borrowed on stock and treasury notes, 
$49,555,511 39, including a premium of $555,- 
511 39, upon these transactions, having obtained 
$15,555,511 39 more for forty-nine millions of 
stock and treasury notes sold by the department 
for joans growing out of the war with Mexico, 
than was received for $80,000,000 of stock and 
treasury notes sold during and immediately suc- 
ceeding the war with Great Britain; specie be. 
ing required by me under the constitutional trea- 
sury, and paid in for the stock and treasury notes 
sold. ‘These statements are not made with a 


view to depreciate my distinguished predecessors 
in this department, by whom those loans were 
negotiated. The great services rendered by them 
are well known and appreciated by the country, 
and by no one more fully than by the present in- 
cumbent of this department, who has had an op- 
portunity of observing all the difficulties by 
which they were surrounded, and how impossible 
it was for any Secretary under those circumstan- 
ces, to have made the negotiations on better 
terms than was effected by them; but the facts 
are stated as the most gratifying proof of the 
wonderful advance of the wealth of the country 
and of the Government credit. 

The coast survey, under charge of the Superin- 
tendent, Professor A. D. Bache, is making great 
and rapid progress. During the past year, six 
sections of the coast, on the Atlantic and Gulf 
of Mexico, have been under survey; and the 
computations, drawings, and engravings of charts, 
have kept pace with the field-work. Within the 
same period, six new shoals have been discover- 
ed and made known on the eastern coast, and 
one in Chesapeake Bay. Important suggestions 
in regard to the places for light-houses and buoys 
have been derived from the coast survey reports. 

While this work is conducted on the highest 
scientific principles, it is shown, in a letter from 
the Superintendent, that the land work costs not 
less than the maximum paid for the survey (con- 
ducted with so much economy) of the public 
lands. 

in reviewing the progress of this work for the 
past four years, the result is most striking, a 
part of the operations has been carried from the 
South-west partof R. Island into Maine ; and the 
whole land-work has been completed from Point 
Judith to Cape Cod, covering a very indented 
coast; the hydrography has passed Nantucket, 
and both the Jand and water work of Boston 
harbor has been completed. Much work of 
verification and filling up has been done between 
Point Judith and Cape May. Delaware Bay has 
been finished, and the chart of the bay and river 
published. The Chesapeake Bay has been tri- 
angulated south of the Virginia line; and both 
this and the outer coast wili be triangulated in 
from two to three years from the present time. 
The topography of this section, which was com- 
menced in 1844, is advancing to completion; | 
and, except the off-shore work, one-third of the 
hydrography 1s finished. ‘The shores of the Al- 
bemarle Sound, and most of its territories, have 
been surveyed—the triangulations extending also 
over Croatan and Roanoke Sounds ; and the hy- 
drography is greatly advanced. A general re- 
connoisance has been made of part of the coast 
of South Carolina, Georgia, Florida, Alabama, 
Mississippi and Texas. and the operations foun- 
ded upon this have been commenced in South 
Carolina and Texas’ In Alabama, Mississippi, 
and Louisiana, the triangulations have advanced 
nearly from Mobile to Lake Borgne, The to- 
pography of Mississippi Sound, and of the adja- 
cent islands, has been nearly completed; and 
the bydrography of the entrance to Mobile Bay 
and point of Mississippi Sound, and of Cat and 
Ship Island harbors, and their approaches, has 
been finished. The Survey of Galveston, upper 
and lower bay, has made considerable progress. 
Four base lines have been measured in Massa- 
chusetts, Maryland, North Carolina, and Alaba- 
ma; and two others have been laid out for mea- 
surement. Twoof the base lines were measu- 
red with a most useful apparatus, combining new 
features, the invention of the Superintendent. 
Forty astronomical stations have been occupied 
in Maine, New Hampshire, Massachusetts, R. 
Island, Connecticut, New York, Pennsylvania, 
Delaware, Maryland, North Carolina, South 
Carolina, Alabama, Mississippi, and ‘Texas, part 
of which observations were made with new and 
improved instruments. Magnetic observations 
have been made, with the instruments recently 
introduced upon the survey, at eighty-three sia- 
tions. While improved geodetic instruments 
have been introduced npon the work, the princi- 
ples of the modern mathematics have been ex- 
tended to every part of its results. The electro- 

magnetic telegraph has been used for determining 
the difference of longitude of cardinal points in 
the work, and with a degree of precision not 
hitherto attainable by other methods. The Gull 
stream has been explored as far south as a sec- 
tion across it at Cape Hatteras, and the law of 
the ocean temperature ascertained. ‘l'wenty 
four sheets of charts, remarkable for their ar- 





rangement, accuracy, and style of execution, 
have been published and distributed to literary 





and scientific institutions at home and abroad, 
and placed with agents for sale, at prices merely 
covering the cost of printing and paper. Ten 
more sheets are in various stages of progress of 
engraving. While the scale of operations has 
been enlarged, to embrace the whole extensive 
coast of the United States, and to afford the 
benefits of it to every part of the coast as ra- 
pidly as possible, the economy of the work has 
steadily advanced, the augmented expenditures 
required falling much below the increase of 
work done. While so much that is eminently 
useful to commerce and navigation, and to our 
foreign and coastwise trade, has been accom- 
plished by this great work, it has received the 
commendation of men of science in Europe and 
America, and adyanced the scientific character 
of the country. On the Pacific, where this De- 
partment bas already carried the work, and 
where it will be so useful in obtaining informa- 
tion, and publishing charts of our western coast, 
[ have intrusted to it the location of the buoys 
and the selection of sites for light-houses in 
Oregon. 

The department has proceeded to carry into 
execulion the several acts of Congress, passed at 
its last session, making appropriations for light- 
houses, light boats, buoys, beacons, &c. It has 
also carried the laws into effect, providing surf- 
boats, rockets, carronades, life-boats, and other 
necessary apparatus, fur the better preservation 
of life and property from shipwreck, calling to 
its aid the underwriters and Chamber of Com- 
merce of New York, and the Humane Society, 
for preserving life, of Massachusetts. 

Important movements may be introduced in- 
to our light-house system. ‘To conduct 11 pro- 
perly, requires an accurate knowledge of our 
coast and navigation ; the proper sites, the cha- 
racter of the building and mode of construction ; 
the proper apparatus and mode of lighting, the 
different elevation, color, and other distinguish- 
ing properties of the light, and whether station- 
ary cr revolving, the necessary preparations to 
guard against accidents, or the extinguishing of 
a light, adequate regulations to secure the ac- 
countability and attention of keepers, and all the 
administrative dulies pertaining to the system. 
There is involved in all this, a varied amount of 
knowledge, practical and scientific, possessed by 
no one individual; avd to aid the department in 
the execution of these laws, it has heretofore 
suggested to Congress, and again respectiully re- 
news its recommendation, fur the organ zation 
of a board, creating no expense, under the su- 
pervision of the Secretary of the Treasury, con- 
sisting of the Fifth Auditor, the Superintendent 
of the Coast Survey, two oilicers of the navy, an 
officer of the engineers, as also of the topogra- 
phical corps, who would unite the requisite 
knowledge, and enable the department to con- 
duct all the operations of the system upon our 
extensive Jake aud maritime frontier with in- 
creased efficiency and economy. 

The department has also proceeded to carry 
into execution, as far as practicable, the various 
laws for the erection of marine hospitals ov the 
rivers and lakes of the West, availing itself of 
the valuable services of the ‘lopographical Bu- 
reau. 

Copies of standard weights and measures have 
been distributed to the States, with the excep- 
tion of the four most recently admilted into the 
Union. 

The standards for these States, and for the 
custom-houses of older States not yet supplied, 
are in the conrse of preparation. ‘lhe attention 
of the States is called, in the report of the Su- 
perintendent of Weights and Measures, received 
in June Jast, to the necessary steps jor preparing 
county standards, so as to secuie ubilormity in 
the weights and measures iv Common use. 

Fifteen balances for regulating standards have 
been supplied to five States, and set up by an 
agent from the office of weights and measures. 
‘Two more sets, six in number, have been sup- 
plied to two other States. ‘l'wenty-nine were 
on hand on the first of January last, made for 
distribution. ‘The establishment produces at the 
rate of six balances of the first class, and three 
of the second, or four of the third per annom. 

The present distribution of weights and meas- 
ures is, 1) my Opinion, provisional, and has been 
so considered by statesmen and men ol science. 

A more general uniformity, extending to differ- 
ent nations, was Jooked forward to by Jefferson 
and John Quincy Adams as one day allainable, 








and was recommended in my Jast aunual report. 
|The time, in my opivion, has come for the se- 
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rious consideration of this subject by Congress. } fornia. The official reports of the great mineral | derable daily correspondence with these officers 


New standards are about to be made in England. 
The reorganization of the Germanic confedera- 
tion will give a great extension to whatever sys- 
tem of weights and measures they may adopt ; 


uniformity, The success of our coins shows 
and to introduce another new and entire. One 
standard of length, one standard of weights, one 
standard of capacity, with suitable multicles and 
sub-divisions, would be promotive of conveni- 
ence, and of economy of time in the business of 
life and the intercourse of nations. The adop- 
tion of the decimal system would also, in my 
opinion, simplify and facilitate computation ; 
and I recommend that authority be given to this 
department to take the necessary steps for ob- 
taining international views and action as to uni- 
formity of coins and of weights and measures. 
During the past year, the third of a series of 
elaborate reports of investigations on sugars and 
hydrometers under the direction of Professor A. 
D. Bache, superintendent of weights and mea-'| 
sures ; by Professor R. S. McCulloch, melter and 
refiner of the mint at Philadelphia, has been pre- 
sented to the department and transmitted to Con- 
gress, by whom it has been ordered to be printed 
with a collection of the preceding reports. This 
report conipletes the subject of hydrometers, as 
far as is necessary to make the changes required 
in the use of the instrument atthe custom-honses ; 
and standard instruments are in manual, and 
nearly prepared for use. These extra official 
dulies were discharged by these gentlemen with- 
oul compensation. 
My last report recommended the grant of one 
section of lard for schools, in every quarter 
township in Oregon. This grant in each of the 
new States, of one section of the public lands in 
each lownship, was designed to secure the bene- 


That gold and 


The quicksilver is not 


the precious metals, with health, and the arts, 


wealth of that region present important ques-|and having no necessary connection with the fi- 
tions for your consideration. 
quicksilver exist to a great extent in California, 
would seem to be placed beyond:controversy. 
and the political changes going on in other parts | This gold would appear to require the establish: 
of Europe are favorable to the introduction of | ment of a branch of the Mint of the United 
States at San Francisco. 
that it is practicable to break up the old system, | only important, as connected with the mining of 


nances, should also be detached from the Treas- 
ury Department, as well as from the State De- 
partment the duties of these marshals in connec- 
tion with the census of the United States. 
Having transferred the laborious duties enume- 
rated from the Secretary of the Treasury, Con. 
gress should authorize him lo appoint an assis- 
tant secretary, who should be a man of great ta- 








but stull more with the advance of science, and 
the progress of discovery in physics. The mines 
of gold, and perhaps of other minerals, would 
seem to be located chiefly on the public lands. 
They belong to the Government, as a trustee for 
the people, whose interests should be protected 
and secured by Congress. A scientific commis- 
sion, to make a geological examination, accom- 
panied with linear surveys, is deemed impor- 
lant. 

The voluminous character of this report, grow- 
ing out of the varied and important duties con- 
stantly augmenting, assigned by law to this de- 
partment, renders it necessary that 1 should re- 
serve for a few days, and for a special report to 
Congress, the warehousing system. In advance 
of that report, 1 wou!d remark, at this time, that 
new instructions are prepared by this depart- 
ment, and the forms nearly completed, among 
other regulations, extending a more free compe- 
tition for the storage of foreign imports. ‘The 
progress of the system has been most satisfactory 
and successful; the value of foreign goods ware- 
housed in our ports since the passage of the law 
in August, 1846, up to the 20ih September last, 
having amounted to the very large sum of about 
forty-four millions of dollars, 

In soon retiring from this department and 
from public life, in which I have served so long 
with inferior abilities to many others, but with 
equal solicilude to promote the best interests of 
































fit of education to all the children; of the town- 
ship. 
becanse one section in the centre of a township 
six miles square, 1s too distant from many other 
sections to furnish a school to which all can re- 
sort, and because, as a pecuniary provision, it is 
inadequate. The grant, however, of one sec- 
tion lor every quarier township would be suffi- 
cient, Whilst the central location would be ad- 
jacent to every other section in such quarter 
township, bringing the school house within the 
immediate vicinage of every child within its limits. 
Congress, to some extent, adopted this recom- 
_mendation, by granting two school sections in 
each township, instead of one, for education in 
Oregon ; but it is respectfully suggested, that 
even thus extended, the grant 1s still inadequate 
in amount, whilst the location is inconvenient, 
and too remote for a school which all! can at- 
tend. This subject is again presented to the at- 
tention of Congress, with the recommendation 
that it shall be extended to California and New 
Mexico, and also to all the other new States and 
‘Territories containing the public domain. 

Even as a question of revenue, such grants 
would more than refund their value to the Go- 
vernment. As each quarter township composed 
of nine sections, of which the central section 
would be granted for schools, and each of the 
remaining eight sections would be adjacent to 
that granted, these eight sections thus located, 
and each adjoining a school section, would be of 
a greater value than when separated by many 
miles from such opportunities; and the thirty- 
two sections of one entire township with these 
benefits, would bring a larger price to the Go- 
vernment than thirty-five sections out of thirty- 
six, where one section only, so remote from the 
rest, was granted for such a purpose. The pub- 
lic domain would thus be settled at an earlier 
period, and yielding larger product, thus soon 
augment our exports and our imports, with a 
correspondent increase of revenue from duties. 
The greater diffusion of education would in- 
crease the power of mind and knowledge ap- 
plied to our industrial pursuits, and augment in 
this way, also the products and wealth of the 
nation. 


Each State is deeply interested in the 
wellare of every other; for the representatives 


my beloved country, I submit, with the utmost 


| zation of the Treasury Department. Its varied 


our area, business, and population, can scarcely 
be all promptly and properly performed by any 
one Secretary. 


be taken not to impair the unity, simplicity, and 
efficiency of the system. 


the light-house system, would create confusion 
and be most prejudicial to the public service. 


new department of this Government. 


portion of the time of the Secretary of the Trea 
sury every day, and his duties connected there 
claims, and conflicting titles. From all decision 


pre empltions, private entries, or purchases o 
the public domain, an appeal lies to the Secreta 
ry of the Treasury. This is but one branch o 


this source, | have pronounced judgment iu up 


of the whole regulate by their votes the measures | of the General Land Office, Surveyor Gevera 


of the Union, which must be more happy and 


prosperous in proportion as its councils are 


guided by more enlightened views, resulting from 


the more universal diffusion of light, and knowl- 


edge, and education. 


The attention of Congress is respectfully invi- 


‘The supervisory power now exercised by th 


the courts of the United States, and other dutie 











with must be greatly increased by the accession 
of our immense domain in Oregon, New Mexico | as well as the Indian Bureau should be detached 
and California, especially in connection with 


their valuable mineral lands, their private land | supervision of the sawe Secretary to whom the 


of the Commissioner of the General Land Office, 
as to Government titles or private Jand claims, | ties and land warrants, as well as under treaties 


Secretary of the Treasury over the expenses ol 


connected therewith, through the marshals and 


lent and experience, with a salary not less than 
$3,000 a year, who should examine all letters, 
contracts, and warrants prepared for the signa- 
ture of the Secretary, and perform such other 
duties not requiring the signature of the Secreta- 
ry as might conveniently be devolved upon him 
by the department. ‘To matmtain the unity and 
¢fliciency of the system, he should be appointed 
by the Secretary, and subject to his direction. 
He would want one able and efficient clerk, with 
a salary not less than $1,700 per annuin. 

The office of Comptroller of the Treasury 
should be divided, and that great and augmenting 
portion of his duties relating to the receipts from 
customs, and the accounts of collectors and other 
officers of the customs connected therewith, 
should be devolved upon the head of a new 
bureau, to be called the Commissioner of Cus- 
toms, whose duties would be various and impor- 
tant. The First Comptroller should retain all 
the other duties now performed by him, and es- 
pecially his decision upon claims and accounts, 
which would occupy the whole time of the head 
of the bureau. 

Combined as now are under the First Comp- 
troller, the duties appertaiming both to receipts 
and expenditures of the public money, accounts 
and claims, the office is overburdened with busi- 
uess which cannot promptly and properly be 
performed by any one individual, however able 
and jaborious. 

The duties now performed by the Commis- 








'deference, to the superior wisdom of Congress | sjover of Indian affairs are most numerous and 
Phis object has failed to a great extent, | my views and experience as regards the organi- | jm portant, and must be vastly increased with the 











great number of tribes scattered over Texas, 


and important duties, with the rapid increase of | Oregon, New Mexico, and California, and with 


| the interesting progress of so many of the tribes 
‘in Christianity, knowledge, and civilization. 


Yet, in detaching any of its du- | These duties duo not necessarily appertain to war, 
lies from this department, the greatest care must | but peace, and to our domestic relations with 


those tribes placed by the Coustitution under the 


To take from this de- | charge of this Government. 
partment its supervision over the commerce and 
finances, or over any of the accounting officers | detached from the War Department, with which 
of the treasury, the two cowptrollers, the six | 
audators, the treasurer, the solicitor or register, 
the assistant treasurers or collectors, the reve-| portant as they now are, must necessarily in- 
nue marine, the coast survey, the mint, the crease with the progress of light aod kuow- 
weights and measures, the marine hospitals, or|jedge, the developement of the wonderful in- 


This most important bureau, then, should be 


it has no necessary connection. 
The duties of the Patent Office, great and im- 


»| ventive genius of our countrymen, and the re- 
searches of so many enlightened minds in this 


But there are more important public duties) country into machinery, the physical sciences, 
having no necessary connection with commerce | and the ercana of nature. This bureau has no ne- 
or finance, that could be most advantageously | cessary or proper connection with the State De- 
separated from the treasury, and devolve upon a 
Among 
these are land offices, land titles, and surveys| from the War Department, inasmuch as no mili- 
connected therewith, linear and geological. The| tary orders are given to pensiovers, as such, by 
business of the Jand office occupies a very large | the Secretary oi War, nur by the Navy Depart- 


partment, and ought to be separated troin it. 
The Pension Office should also be detached 


-| ment, much less to the widows and heirs who 
-| receive the bounties from the Government. 
There is anothes reason why the Pension Office 





‘from the War Department, and placed under the 


4 paren Office would be intrusted, namely, under 
oursystem of revolutionary and military boun- 


f' and reservations with Indian tribes, many ques- 
- | tions arise in relation to our public lands, private 
land claims, connecting themselves frequently 





f 


these duties; and yet, as some evidence of the/ank intimately with our general land system, 
amount of labor thus devolved upon him from | and with decisions upon land titles made by the 


-| Commissioner of the General Land Office ; and, 


wards of five thousand cases involving land ti-| therefore, all those bureaus whose duties are so 
Ules since the 10th March, 1845. These are ge-| intimately connected with the public lands, as 
nerally judicial questions, and not financial, re-| well as with private Jand claims, ought to be 
quiring olten great labor and research, and hav-| placed under the supervision of the same De- 
ing no necessary connection with the duties of | partment, or conflict of decision and Jurisdiction 
the Treasury Depsrtment. The daily correspon-! may, and does in fact, take place. 

dence of this department with the Commissioner 


Having thus detached the Patent Office from 
i,; the Department of State, the Land Office from 


the regislers and receivers, and other persons| the Treasury, as well as ils supervisory duties in 
connected with the system, 1s must voluminous. | connection with accounts of marshals and clerks 


e|of the courts, including their counection with 
the ceusus ; having detached also from the War 
s | Department the Indian Bureau and the Pension 
Office ; ihe same supervisory authority as regards 





ted to the condition of the public Jands in Cali- ‘ clerks of these courts, gives rise lo a very consi- them, all now exercised respectively by the Sec- 
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retary of State, the Secretary of the ‘Treasury, 
and the Secretary of War, should be entrusted 
to the head of a new department, to be called 
the Secretary of the Interior, inasmuch as his 
duties would be connected with those branches 
of the public service devolved upon this Govern- 
ment by the express letter of the Constitution, 
associated with our domestic affairs. The duties 
of this new department, thus organized, would 
be great and important, fully equal to those ap 
pertaining to the head of any other department, 
except the Treasury, under our system as at pre- 
sent organized. The whole increased expense 
of this reorganization would not exceed twenty 
thousand dollars per annum; whereas, to the 
Government in an increased accountability and 
efficiency of the service, and to the people in the 
more prompt discharge of their business with 
the several departments and bureaus, and the 
consequent immense saving of time and expense, 
the gain would be great indeed, the advantages 
vastly exceeding the small additional expense. 
From the great and continued multiplication of 
the business of the Treasury Department, as uow 
organized, with the rapid increase of our mari- 
time frontiers, our area, our commerce, revenue, 
and population, there is great danger that atsome 
future period the Treasury Department may be 
broken down by the weight of its labors, and 
consequences ensue disasirous to the public in- 
terest, 

Organized even as now proposed, the duties of 
the Treasury Department would still be great 
and arduous, Connected with this subject I re 
commend the completion, at an early day, of the 
Treasury building, so as to secure fire proof 
rooms to all our bureaus free from rent, as well 
as to accommodate and include in this edifice the 
State Department, with its invaluable archives. 

This department bas purchased, for the sum 
appropriated by Congress, both the bridges with- 
in this District over the Eastern Branch of the 
Potomac, which are now free of toll, as designed 
by the wise and liberal legislation of Congress ; | 
and in consummating this result, Valuable aid 
was rendered to me by the Mayor of this city. 

The various recommendations of this my last 
financial report are respectfully submitted to the 
enlightened consideration of the two Houses of 
Congress. They are believed to be such as would 
best promote the true interest of the American 
people. For them, and for my country and her 
glorious confederacy of sovereign and_ united 
states, | invoke the continued blessing of Hea- 
ven. May her Union be harmonious, progres- 
sive, and perpetual. May her career be one of 
honor, peace, and glory ; of equity, justice, and 
good faith. May each successive Admuinistra- 
tion, in all time to come, in faithfully discharging 
the arduous duties of its exalted trust, receive 
the support and approbation of the people. Gui- 
ded by conscious rectitude, may they be com- 
mended and sustained in every effurt to promote 
the public good ; and even their errors, which 
are the lot of humanity, be regarded with indul- 
gence, and overruled by a benignant Providence, 
for the advancement of the happiness and wel- 
fare of our beloved country. 

R. J. WALKER, 
Secretary of the Treasury. 

Hon. R. C. Wixturop, 

Speaker of the House of Representatives. 
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Finances AND Commerce.—The annexed ta- 
bles embrace important information with refer- 
ence to the finances and commerce of the United 
States, furnished by the reports of the Treasury 
Department: 


Amount available on the 24th of November, 1848, 
of the Loans of 1846 and 1847. 


Stock issued for specie 
Loan of 1846 
Do. do. 


Treas. Notesfunded $13,201,550 00 
Do. do. outstanding 11,194,259 31 


$4,999,149 45 
1847 3,191,572 00 





8,190,721 45 





24,395,839 31 
413,439 24 


Amount available on 
the 24th Nov., 18438 


Amount of Loans of 1846 and 1847 $33,000,000 00 
The sum of $2,800 in the hands of the First 











aT 


Statement of the Amount Available to the Trea- 
sury on the Ist October, 1848, of the Loan 
authorized by the act of the 31st March, 1848, 


Of the amount authorized by the said 





act $16,000,000 
There had been paid in specie and stock 

issued for 6,528,650 
Leaving the emount available on the 

ist of October, 1848 $9,471,350 


The payments into the Treasury to this day, 
on account of the Loan of $16.000,000, per ac- 
count of the 8lst March, 1848, amounted to 
$10,950,250. 

Statement of the receipts from customs from the 
Tariff of 1842, from its commencement, 30th 
August, 1842, to its termination, 30th Novem- 
ber, 1846: : 


For the month of September, 1843 
Hag Se quarter ending Dec. 31, 1843 


$2.314,012 99 
3,927,137 81 











Comptroller received for lands. | 





0 do March 3], 1843 2.940,804 16 
Do do June 30, do 4,406,039 75 
Do do Sept. 30, do 6,132,272 09 
Do do Dec. 31, do 3,881,993 47 
Do do March 31,1844 17,675,366 40 
Do do June 30, do 8.493.938 98 
Do do Sept. 30, do 10,873,718 04 
Do do Dec. 31, do 4,067,445 15 
Do do March 31, 1845 6 385,558 83 
Do do June 30, do 6,201,390 68 
Do do Sept. 30, do 8,681,932 14 
Do do Dec..31, do 4,192,790 77 
Do do March 33,1846 7,357,192 51 
Do do June 30, do 6,300,752 45 
Do do Sept. 30, do 6,153,826 58 

For October and November 1,688,480 32 
Total $101,554,653 12 


The monthly average receipts from customs, 
during the operation of the Tariff of 1842, was 
$1,991,267 36. 


Amount expended on Rivers and Harbors. 


In the year ending Dee. 31, 1842 $71,572 52 
Six months ending June 30, 1843 100,842 40 
Year ending June 30, 1844 267,745 22 
Year ending June 30, 1845 514,057 41 


Year ending June 30, 1848 190,614 72 





Value of Imports and Exports. 
Value of imports during the year ending 
June 30, 1848 


Value of foreign goods exported during 
the same period 


$ 154,977,876 
21,128,010 


$133 849,866 
154,032,131 


Leaving for home consumption 
Value of exports for the same period 
Of which dom. produce 132,904,121 
Foreign production 21,128,040-.154,032,131 
The largest aggregate receipts from customs 
for any preceding fiscal year and ten months, 
amounted to $59,982,682 09, viz: 
For the year 1816 $36,306,874 87 
First quarter, 18}7 8,410,115 95 
Second quarter, 1817 7,619,392 50 
Third quarter, 1817 6,208,533 06 
For October, 1817 1,437,765 71 
The largest aggregate receipts from customs 
for one fiscal year and ten months, under the 
tariffs of - 1842, amounted to $45,413,338 05, 
viz: 


Fourth quarter of 1844 $4,067,445 15 


First quarter of 1845 6.385,558 83 
Second quarter of 1845 6 201,390 68 
Third quarter of 1845 8,681,932 14 


4,192,790 77 
7,357,192 51 
6,300,752 45 
2,051,275 52 


Fourth quarter of 1845 

First quarter of 1846 

Second quarter of 1846 

For July, 1846 

Statement of the receipts from customs under the 
Tariff of 1842, from the Ist of Sept., 1840, 
to June 30th, 1843, and for the fiscal years 
ending on the 30th of June, 1844, 1845, 1846 
and 1847 : 

For the month of September, 1842 $2,314,012 99 

For the quarter ending Dec. 31, 1842 3,927,137 81] 

For the quarter ending March 31, 1843 2,940,804 16 

For the quarter ending June 30, 1843 4,106,039 75 





$13,287,994 71 
The receipts from customs during the 
fiscal year, 1844, was $26,183,570 94 


Do do do 1845 27,528,112 70 
Do do do 1846 26,712,667 87 
Do do do 1847 23,747,864 66 


Receipts from customs from Ist of 
July, 1846, to the 30th of November, 


1846, amounted to 7,842,306 90 





Receipts from customs from the Ist of 
December, 1846, to the 30th of June, 
1847, amounted to 

Aggregate receipts from customs from 
Ist of Dec., 1546, to 30i:h Sept., 1848, 
were 

Average monthly receipts from cus- 
toms for the fiscal year ending June 
30, 1848, are 

Average monthly receipts from eus- 
toms for the whole period from Dec. 
1, 1846, to 30th Sept., 1848, being 
twenty-two months, are 


15,905,557 76 
56,654,563 79 


2 646,422 58 


2,575,207 44 





Statement of the amount advanced to Willix > C. 
Bouck, Assistant Treasurer, New York, fow {ie 
purchase of Treasury Notes, the date of pur- 
chase, of whom, the amount and interest 
thereon. 


Amount advanced Sept. 28, 1848 $800,000 
Purchases Principal. Interest. 
1848-Sept. 29. of W. R. Morgan 153.000 2,335 25 
Sept. 30, do do 217,000 3,510 92 

Oct. 2, do do 80,000 1,441 04 
Oct. 3, do do 40,000 687 08 

Oct. 4, do do 70,000 967 56 

Oct. 5, do do 135,000 2,698 17 

Oct. 10, do do 40.000 742,81 

Oct. 11, do do 60,000 1,122,78 





Total $300,000 13,505 64 
Statement of receipts in specie from January, 
1847, to September 30, 1848. 


From customs $54,701,845 57 
Deduct amount paid 
on Treasury Notes 6,974,900 00 





47,726,951 89 

From sales of public 
lands 

Deduct amount paid 
in Treasury Notes 


5,252,153 54 
40,350 00 


incngetetes "Rar 6¢ 

From premiums on 
loans 

From other sources 

From Treasury Notes 
of 18416 

Deduct issued in pay- 
ment of warrants 


172.050 33 
361,677 22 


2,794,100 00 
1,809,350 00 








934,750 09 
From Treasury Notes 
of 1847 25,454,100 00 
Deduct issued in pay- 
ment of warranis 3.244.200 00 
waa 22,209,900 00 
From loan of 1846 527.500 00 
Do }847 3.191.572 00 
Do 1848 6,528,650 00 
Total $56,914,854 98 





Statement of disbursements in specie, exclusive 
of Treasury funds, from Ist January, 1847, 
to 30th September, 1548. 

Amount of disbursements from lst January, 1847, 
to 30th Sept., 1848 $112,703,916 63 

From which deduct the follow- 


ing, Viz: 
Treasury Notes reimbursed and 

funded $12 395,028 
Do. received for cus- 

toms 6,974,900 
Do. do. forsales of 

lands 40 350 
Amount of disburse- 

menis in Treasury 

Notes 5,053,650 





24,463,828 00 





$83,240,088 63 





Estimate of the interest payable on the public 
debt, during the three last quarters of the years 
ending 30th June, 1849. 


Amounts of the several boans, per 
former statement 
Do. on the Mexican indemnities, 
5 per ct. 
Do. on war bounty scrip 
On Treasury Notes, viz: 
Notes of °47 and ’48, 
outstanding Oct. |, 
1848, as per stale- 
ment book $11,617.400 00 
Add issued since 477,590 00 


$2,776,306 43 


7 589 35 
11,500 00 





$12,094 900 00 
Deduct funded since 583,200 UU 








$11,511,700 00 
Interest on thissum, 


[© yaa i ae 





Roser Nie ee Ee 





sn BRS nich «Seis sit aS 








frow 
184é 
1849 
Deduc 
tere: 
000, 
be Is 


49, 
in 
men 


Estim 


Amou 
Do. 0 
Do. o 


Amou 


Janua 
184 
Do. i 


Dedu 
reir 
ded 

Do. r 
tom 

Do. f 

Amou 
mei 


Nol 


ming 
Th 
mark 
price: 
dence 


Th 
numi 
been 
Total 
For I 
For G 

Thi 
any fF 
is nol 
or ab 
with 
this c 

Th 
day, ' 
Mom 
Louis 
depa! 
been 
it wo 
corre 
sO Va 
mens 
dow 
obtai 
so th 
nac 
Natic 
the « 
obtai 
speal 
M. [ 
befor 
that 
the v 
elect 
those 
ercis 

Th 
taker 
Fridé 





957 76 
063 79 


,422 58 


207 44 


fara C. 
foi fue 
if pur- 
nterest 


300,000 
nterest. 
335 28 
510 92 
441 04 
687 O08 
967 56 
698 17 
742,81 
122,78 


505 64 
ary, 


951 89 


803 54 


150 33 
DT7 22 


150 09 


100 00 
100 0O 
72 OO 
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Ee 


from Ist October, 

1848, to 30th June, 

1849 518,026 50 
Deduct 6 months’ in- 

terest on $1,000,- 

000, estimated to 

be issued for notes, . 

&e. before Jan. 1, 

»49, and included 

in former state- 











ment 30,000 00 
488,026 50 
Total $3,283,422 28 





Estimate of the interest payable in the year end- 
ing on the 30th June, 1850. 

Amount, per former statement $3,766 923 68 

Do. on Mexican indemnity scrip 15 178 70 

Do. on war bounty scrip 15.000 00 


Total $3,797,102 38 








Amount of disbursements in specie, exclusive of 
trust funds. 
January 1, 1847, to 3lst March, 
1848 $80,731,095 30 
Do. in June quarter, 1848 14 106,717 42 





Total 
Deduct Treas. Notes, 
reimbursed and fun- 


$94,837,811 72 


ded $9,932,478 00 
Do. received for cus- 
toms 6 972 900 00 


Do. for lands 

Amount of disburse- 
ments, in ‘Treasury 
Notes 


33,000 UU 


4,203,550 00 21,147,923 00 





Total $73,689,883 72 








Foreign Intelligence. 


ARRIVAL OF THE EUROPA, 


The Steamer Evropa arrived at New York on 
Saturday afternoon, bringing Liverpool dates to 
16th December. The intelligence, political and 
commercial, is of an interesting character. Louis 
Napoleon has been elected President of France, 
—The Pope has fled to Sicily,—The Emperor of 
Austria has abdicated in favor of his nephew, and 
Memel in Prussia has been the scene of an alar- 
ming riot. 

There is a confirmed activity in the Cotton 
market, and the prospect of a demand and good 
prices for our products receives, increased confi- 
dence. We refer to the following details : 


The French Republic. 


The fullowing is the official announcement of the 
number and proportions of the votes, as they had 
been ascertained in London, to the 15th ult. 

Total number of votes 2,394,000 
For Louis Napoleon, 1,727,000 
For General Cavaignac, 516,000 

There are, as yet, not many official returns trom 
any part of the provinces. But what matter? It 
is not only that Louis Napoleon has the necessary | 
or absolute majority, but he is, as a journal says 
with truth, returned by acclamation. Nor does 
this come on any one by surprise. 

The election of a President commenced on Sun- 
day, the 10th ult., and the polling terminated on 
Monday evening. There is no doubt that Prince 
Louis Napoleon is chosen, his majority in all the 
departments from which the returns made up have 
been received being very considerable; and although 
it would at first sight seem impossibie to form any 
correct opinion of the probable result of a poll of 
so vast a constituency, yet the returns are so im- 
mensely in his favor as to place it beyond the sha- 
dow of a doubt that Prince Louis Napoleon has 
obtained both an absolute and a relative majority, 
so that he will be legally elected, and Gen. Cavaig- 
nac will lose the chance of being chosen by the 
National Assembly, to which the choice of one of 
the candidates would be referred, if none should 
obtain an absolute majority of the voters. In 
speaking in the National Assembly on Saturday, 
M. Defaure said that three weeks would elapse 
before the official returns were completed; but as 
that term includes the time necessary for summing 
the votesin Algeria and Corsica, the result of the 
election will be known long before, as the votes in 
those districts will not be numerous enough to ex- 
ercise any important influence on the election. 

The voting in Parison Sunday appears to have 
taken place without the slightest disturbance. On 
Friday and Saturday some rioting took place in the 





| Place Maubert on the part of the Garde Mobile, 


who are enthusiastic supporters of Prince Louis; 
tutit does not seem to have reached more than a 
street row, although the guards were doubled. The 
contest lay, of course, be.ween General Cavaignac 
and Prince Louis Naroleon; the number of votes 
tendered for Lamartine, Ledru Roliin,and Raspail, 
being so comparatively insignificant that they may 
be leit out of the consideration of the result. 

The election returns of the tweive arrondisse- 
ments of Paris show the following result: 


Prince Louis Napoleon, 139,165 
General Cavdignac, 72,754 
Ledru Rollin, 22,595 
Raspail, 13,005 
Lamartine, 3,308 


They further show that, taking into consideration 
the votes thrown away—I mean those given for 
General Changarnier, Marshal Bugeaud, the Prince 
de Joinville, Arago, Larochejacquellin, Louis Blanc, 
Dupont de l’Eure, Proudhon, Considerant de Mon- 
trol, Eugene Sue, Hyde de Neuville, Jerome Bona- 
parte, Berryer, Marshal Soult, Beranger, Abd-el- 
Kader, andeven Vidocg (!) and which in all amount 
to 114—taking allinto consideration, Prince Lou's 
Napoleon bas in Paris, on the gross poll—which 
consisted of 250,931 votes—an absolute majority 
over all his competitors of upwards of twenty-seven 
thousand. ; 

In the Banlieu (environs) of Paris, the following 
votes were given—for 


Louis Napoleon, 52.400 
Cavaignac, 15,991 
Ledru-Rollin, 2.717 
Raspail, 2,415 
Lamartine, 272 


These showa majority for Louis Napoieon over 
Cavaignac of 33,409 votes, and an absolute majority 
of 21,095 out of the 73,795 votes polled fur ali the 
candidates. 

We may observe that the votes polled for MM. 
Ledru Rollin and Raspail, which amount to 
34,934 in the city of Paris, and 3,601 in the environs, 
in all 30,536, may be held to give the measure of 
the Red party in the capital and its vicinity; and 
that consequently the Socialists, Communists, and 
Ultra-Republicans, constitute in ail little more than 
one-eighth of the city of Paris and its banlieu. It 
cannot be doubted, however, that many of this 
party, sacrificing their own peculiar opinions, have 
voted for Louis Napoleon. 

The Paris papers of the \4th of December state, 
that the majority of Prince Louis Napoteon is mo- 
mentarily increasing. The returns published in the 
journals of yesterday show that the numbers polled 
for him are nearly six times as many as those that 
figure in the name of the General. Nor is this all. 
The euthusiasm displayed for the Prince—no 
doubt for the name of Napoleon—exceeds, and has 
exceeded, all that was by his most zealous and san- 
guine friends deemed possibie. 

The London Times regards the election as a pro- 
test of the French people againsta Republic. Its 
correspondent states that the new Cabinet will con- 
sist of Odillon Barrot, Minister of Justice; Droubin 
de Luys, Foreign Affairs; Leon de Mallevilie, Lnte- 
rior; M. Fould, Finance; M. Garnier Pages, Com- 
merce; Leon Fancher, Public Works; and General 
Oudinot of War. Some accounts say Thiers will 
be Vice President, others that he will not, because 
that would disqualify him for being President here- 
af.er. 

Great Britain and the U. States. 

The London Times of the 15th ult. says,—“*We 
have much pleasure in announcing that the basis 
of the postal convention with the United Stater has 
at last been finally settled, and a draft of the con- 
vention itself wili be sent by this day’s mail to 
America, for ratification by the Senute of the Uni- 
ted States. By the convention, a considerable re- 
duction will be made upon the postage of American 
letters, and we trust that the ill feeling on both sides, 
which the question had occasioned, will be‘definite- 
ly removed. : 
Austria--Abdication of Ferdinand 

From Austria the most. important news is that of 
the abdication of the Emperor Ferdinand in favor 
of his nephew, Lord Archduke Francis Joseph, 
The reasons for this step are set forthin the follow- 
ing opening passages of his proclamation:— 

“When, after the decease of our father, the late 
Emperor, Franceis I, we succeeded to the throne, 
we were deepiy sensible to the sacred nature of our 
office, and prayed to God to assist us. To deal 
justly and to promote the happiness ofthe Austrian 
nation, was the end and aim of our Government, 

“The cares and anxieties of Government were 
richly rewarded by the love and gratitude of our 
people. Even of late, when criminal intrigue suc- 
ceeded in disturbing legal order in some paits of 
our empire, we were satisfied to find the majority 
of our subjects persevere in the loyalty they owed 
to their sovereign. Proofs of affection, which com- 
forted our anxious soul, were frequently given us 
from all parts of our eiwpire. 

“But the pressure of events, and the immediate 
want of a comprehensive reformation of our forms 
of state, and which we, in the month of March 
last, endeavored to meet and promote, have more 
and more convinced us that more youthful powers 
are needed to complete this grand work. 

“After mature deliberation, and convinced of the 
imperative necessity of this step, we have most 
solemnly resolved to resign the Imperial Crown of 
Austria. i 

The new Emperor has issued the following ma- 
nifesto: 





“By the resignation of our beloved uncle, the 
Emperor and King Ferdinand I., in Hungary and 
Bohemia of that name the 8th, and by the resigna- 
tion of our beloved father, the Lord Archduke Fran- 
cis Charles, and summoned on the strength of the 
Pragmatic sanction to assume the crown of this 
Empire, proclaim hereby solemnly to our people, 
the fact of our accession to the throne under the 
name of Francis Joseph the First. 

“We are convinced of the necessity and value of 
free institutions, and enter with confidence on the 
path of a prosperous reformation of the monarchy. 

“ On the basis of true liberty, on the basis of the 
equality of rights of all our people, and the equality 
of all citizens before the law, and on the basis of 
their equality partaking in the representation and 
legislation, the country will rise to its ancient gran- 
deur; it will acquire new strength to resist the 
storms of the time; it will be a hall to shelter the 
tribes of many tongues united under the sceptre of 
our fathers. 

“ Jealous of the glory of the Crown, and resolved 
to preserve the monarchy uncurtailed, but ready 
'to share our privileges with the representatives of 
our people, we hope by the assistance of God and 
the co-operation of our people to succeed in uniting 
all the counties and tribes of the monarchy into 
one interal state. We have had several trials; 
tranquility and order have been disturbed in many 
parts of the empire. A civil war is now raging in 
one part of the monarchy. Preparations have 
been made to restore legal order everywhere. The 
conquest over rebellion and the return of domestic 
peace are the first conditions to the great work 
which we now takein hand. 

‘In this we rely confidently on the sensible and 
candid co-operation of the nation by its represen- 
tatives. 

“We rely on the sound sense of the loyal inhabi- 
tants of the country, whom the new laws on the 
abolition of servitude and imposts have admitted 
to a full enjoyment of civil rights. 

“We rely on the loyal servants of the State. 

‘‘We expect our glorious army will persevere in 
their ancient fidelity and bravery. They will con- 
tinue to be a pillar to the throne, and a bulwark to 
the country and its free institutions. 

“We shall be happy to reward merit without any 
distinction of birth or station. 

“People of Austria! itis an awful time in which 
we mount on the throne of our forefathers. Great 
are the duties of our office, great is the responsibi- 
lity. May God protect us. 

“FRANCIS JOSEPH. 
“SCHWARZENBERG. 

“Olmutz, Dec. 2, 1848.” 

The news of the abdication was favorably receiv- 
ed at Vienna. The new Emperor was expected 
there on the 7th. He has exhorted the Diet,through 
a deputation sent to congratulate him, to get ready 
the new constitution and exhibit it to him as soon 
as possible. 

Vienna is still ina stete of siege, and military 
executions are still continued. 


The following is a copy of the letter written by 
the unfortunate Robert Klum to his wife, an hour 
before his murder:— 

“My dear good Wife,—Farewell, farewell for the 
time men call eternity, but which will not be so.— 
Bring up our—now only your—children to be 
honest men; so they will never disgrace their fath- 
er’s name. Sell our little property with the aid of 
our friends.—God and all good men will help you 
also. All I feel and would say at this moment es- 
capes me in tears; only once more, then, tarewell, 
my dearest. Consider our children a treasure of 
which you must make the best use, and honor thus 
the memory of your faithful husband. Farewell, 
farewell; receive the last kisses of your Rovert. 
Vienna, Nov. 1848, five o’clock in the morning, at 6 
all will be over. P. S.I had forgotten the rings; on 
that of our betrothal [ press for youa last kiss; my 
seal-ring is for Hans, the watch for Richard, the 
diamond stud for Ida, the chain for Alfred, as me- 
morials. All the rest divide as you please. They 
are coming; farewell.” 

Italy. 

Pope Pius IX left the Quirinal on the evening of 
the 24th, disguised as a servant of Count Spohr, the 
Bavarian Envoy, who planned his flight, and 
mounted upon bis carriage. He reached Gaeta on 
the 25th, where he was received by the King of 
Naples in person. After suitable preparations the 
Pope went to Naples, where he remains as a guest 
of the King. 

Before his departure he left a letter announcing 
his departure, and saying that all in the palaces 
were ignorant of his intention. He also addressed 
the following manifesto : 

“Prus 1X. To THE RoMAN PEOPLE. 

“The outrage in latter days committed against 
our person, and the intention openly manifested to 
continue these acts of violence (which the Almighty, 
inspiring men’s minds with sentiments of union 
and moderation, has prevented,) have compelled us 
to separate ourselves temporarily from our sub- 
jects and children, whom we love, and ever shail 
love. ; 

“The reasons which have induced us to take this 
important step—Heaven knows how painful it is to 
our heart—have arisen from the necessity of our 
enjoying free liberty in the exercise of the sacred 
duties of the Holy See, as under the circumstances 
by which we were then afflicted, the Catholic world 
might reasonably doubt of the freedom of that ex- 








ercise. ‘The acts of violence of which we complain 
can alone be attributed to the machinations which 
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have been used, and the measures which have beén 
taken by a class of men degraded in the face of Eu- 
rope and the world. This is the more evident, as 
the wrath of the Almizhty has already fallen on 
their souls, and as it will call down on them sooner 
or later the punishment which is prescribed for 
them by his Church. We recognise humbly, in the 
ingratitude of these misguided children, the anger 
of the Almighty, who permits their mistortunes as 
an atonement for the sins of ourselves and those of 
our peuple. 

But still we cannot, without betraying the sacred 
duties imposed on us, refrain from protesting for- 
mally against their acts, as we did do verbally on 
the 16th day of November of painful memory, in 
presence of the whole diplomatic corps, who on that 
occasion honorably encircled us, and brought com-+ 
fort and consolation to our soul, in recognising that 
a violent and unprecedented sacrilege had been 
committed. That pro‘est we did intend, as we 
now do, openly and publicly to repeat, inasmuch 
as we yielded only to violence, and because we were 
and are desirous it should be made known that all 
proceedings emanating from such acts of violence 
were and are devoid of all efficacy and legality. 
This protesting is a necessary consequence of the 
malicious labors of these wicked men, and we pub- 
lish it from the suggestion of our conscience, stimu- 
lated as it has been by the circumstances in which 
we were placed, and the impediments offered to the 
exercise of oursacred duties. Nevertheless wecon- 
fide upon the Most High that the continuance of 
these evils may be abridged, and we humbly sup- 
plicate the God of Heaven to avert His wrath, in the 
jJanguage of the Royal Prophet—‘Memento Dumine 
David, et omnis mansuetudinis ejus.’ 

“In order that the city of Rome and our states be 
not deprived of a legal executive, we have nomi- 
nated a governing commission, composed of the 
following persons:—The Cardinal Castricane, Pre- 
sident; Monsignor Roberto Roberti, Principe di 
Roviano, Principe Barberini, Marquis Bevilacque 
di Bologna, Lieut. Gen. Zucchi. 

“In confiding to the said governing commission 
the temporary direction of public affairs, we recom- 
mend to our subjects and children, without excep- 
tion, the conservation of tranquility and good order. 
Finally, we desire and command that daily and 
earnest prayers shall be offered fur the safety of our 
person, and that the peace of the world may be 
preserved, especially that of our state of Rome, 
where and with whose children, our heart shall be 
wherever we in person may dwell within the fold 
of Christ. And in the fultilment cf our duties as 
Supreme Pontiff, we thus humbly and devoutly 
invoke the great Mother of Mercy, and the Holy 
Apostles, Peter and Paul, for their intercession, 
that the city and State of Rome may be saved from 
the wrath of the Omnipotent God. 

“Gaeta, die Nov. 28. “PIUS PAPA IX. 

Great excitement was occasioned by the publi- 
cation of this document. None of the persons 
named in it as commissioners, would act—but all 
ran eff. The next day the following was pla- 


carded : 
“PROCLAMATION. 

“A paper, said to bear the Pope’s signature, and 
dated from the Citadel of Gaeta, would annul the 
acts of our Ministry, and create a state commission, 
the members of which have no sooner learnt that 
they were named in it than they fled the coun. 
try. Your representatives have had their attention 
drawn to that paper, and, to protect constitutional 
rights, to secure public order, to grant indemnity to 
Ministers for the exercise of their legal functions, 
and disappoint the intrigues of foreign powers, we 
have met and resolved: 1. The Chamber of Depu- 
ties recognises no character of official authority in 
the paper from Gaeta, at variance as itis with all 
constitutional forms, to which the Sovereign is sub- 
ject as well as his people; and-we declare that the 
present Ministry, in the urgency of the case, shall 
continue, until further orders, to administer the 
affairs of the country. 2 A deputation from our 
body shall forthwith wait on the Sovereign to re- 
quest his return to Rome. 3. The upper House is 
invited to join him in the d“putation. 4. The na- 
tional guards throughout the States shall be called 
on to rally round their banners, and preserve the 
same order as hitherto.” 


| Prussia. 

In our last number we published the meetings of 
the Assembly at Brandenourg till the 28ta ult. On 
the 29th a meeting of the Assembly again took 
place, but only 151 members were present. ‘The 
Assembly therefore stood adjourned. 

Simons’ motion to call up substitutes of the ab- 
sent deputies caused a large accession on the 30th, 
on which day 198 members were present, and 13 
represented themselves as absent only from indis- 
position or business. It wastherefore deemed more 
prudent to adjourn once more; and on the Ist the 
number of members present was greatly increased. 
On that day 80 deputies of the Left Centre, who 
had arrived from Berlin, entered the hailina body, 
and through one of their body, applied for an ad- | 
journment until the Monday following, which was 
negatived by 145 to 113. 

The election of a new President was called for; 
but the newly arrived deputies refused to take any 
part in it, and quitted the Assembly en masee, as 
they entered it. This reduced the Chamber below 
the necessary number, and the choice of President 
could not be proceeded with. 

Mr. Simons moved a resolution authorising the 
Ministry to cail up the substitutes of the deputies 
who had quitted the sitting. 73 voted for the reso- 





that the practical working of the administration 
was impossible, resolved upon a bold step in ad- 
vance. 
practicable, he has dissolved it altogether and re- 
quested the nation toaccept a charter octroyee, (as 
the phrase is) by himself. This charter is, in fact, 
the self same broad bottomed constitution originally 
propounded to the Assembly, with some emenda- 
tions, mostly insignificant; the most important of 
which is the omission of the proviso which ousted 
the royal veto in the case of bills which had been 
thrice assented to by both Chambers. 
is sick of agitation, and will probably accept the 


manner in which it has been bestowed. 
The decree of dissolutiorris as follow::— ‘ 


King of Prussia, &c. &c., have, through succes-ive 
reports of our Ministry of State relative to the late 
sittings of the Assembly convoked for the purpose 
of ‘concording’ a Constitution, come, with profound 
sorrow, to the conviction that the important labors 
fur which this Assembly has been called together 
cannot be prolonged without encroachment upon 


ed with ourown arms, this day, the 5thot Decem- 
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lution, and only one deputy against it: but no less 
than 82 declined voting at all. 

The Assembly was then adjourned till Thursday, 
the 7th inst. 

In the meantime, however, the- King, believing 








Finding his constituante stubbornly im- 





The country 


boon, though not without some grumbling at the 


“We, Frederick William, by the grace of God 


the rights of our Crown, or without trenching upon 
the weltare of the nation, which is inseparable trom 
these rights. We, therefore, on the proposition of 
our Ministry of State, decree as follows:— 

“1. The Assembly, called together for the pur- 
pose of ‘concording’ a Constitution, is hereby dis- 
solved. 

“2. Our Ministry of State is charged with the 
execution of this decree. 

“Given and signed with our owrt hand, and seal- 


ber, 1818, at Potsdam. 


(Signed,) 
“FRED’K WILLIAM, MANTEUFFEL, 
BRANDENBURG, REN TELEN, 
LADENBERG, VON DER HEYDT.” 


SROTHA, 

A decree of the same date appoints the latter, 
who is a member of ihe Chamber (for Etberteld,) 
to be Minister of Commerce and Public Works. 
Count Bulow is,at the same time, appointed Direc- 
tor General, ad interim, of the Foreign Department. 

Of the “Constitution” the main points are:— 

‘Personal freedom is guaranteed by virtue of the 
Habeas Corpus Act of September 24, 1848. The 
domicile is inviolate, and the punishment of death 
and the confiscation of property are abolished. 
Freedom of religious worship is secured; the right 
ot te general education of the people is guaran- 
teed; every Prussian may freely express his opin- 
ions; freedom ofthe press is conceded without cen- 
sorship or pecuniary security ; public meetings may 
be heid in houses without restraint, in the open air 
by permission of the police; the secrecy of the post 
is iuviolate; several feudal privileges are abolished; 
the King 1s not responsible but.his Ministers are : 
there are to be two Chambers, the first composed of 
180 members, to be elected by the provincial circle 
aud district representatives, and to sit for six years; 
the second to consist of 350 members, to be elecied 
indirectly by universal sullrage, and directly by 
electors in the second degree, that is, by electors 
chosen by general suffrage; no properiy qualifica- 
tion required toreither Chamber. 


Miscellaneous. 


The two deputies from Bologna had resigned on 
account of the murder of CousT Rossi. Only six 
Cardinals remained at Rome. All the foreign 
ministers, except the Sardinian envoy, had also leit 
the ci'y. ‘ 

A number of the Cardinals had reached Naples, 
but, it is said, the Pope has ordered them to Malta, 
in order to form aconclave there in the event of his 
decease. , 

There has been a great movement of the Austrian 
troops towards the frontier of the Papal States, 

The Tempo, ot Naples, contains the foilowing 
letter of the Pope to Cardinal Patrizi: 

“If there was ever need to address God with fer- 
vent prayers,it isatthis moment. Sins, blasphe- 
mies, sacrilegious acts of all kinds,and contempt of 
the most hoiy things, force us to have recourse to 
the Divine mercy. Cause, therefore, Mgr. Cardinal, 
prayers tobe offered up—fur prayers are always 
good—prayers for us, poor pilgrim, now become a 
cause of dispute. To that end we give you full 
powers. Receive from us our apostolic benediction, 
which I give with eyes bathed in tears to you, to 
all good men, and in particular to all who pray for 
me. 

“ Nov. 24, 18438.” “PIUS IX.” 

With respect to the‘alleged discovery ot vast 
quantities of gold in California, the Mining Journal 
has the following notice:—“‘We learn that two gen- 
tlemen, recently returned from California, and ar- 
rived at Southampton, by the West India steamer 
Clyde, contirm in part the late statements of the 
American journals as to the discovery of gold in 
that country; and, as evidence of the fact, exhibited 
specimens of the metal which they had with them. 

We never hada doubt of gold being found there; 
but to the extent represented by our transatlantic 
cotemporaries, we are very incredulous. That 
mica has been mistaken for gold we are assured; 

and can state on the authority ofa gentleman now | 
in London, who is extensively engaged in the gold | 
mines of Brazil, that he has trequently had apph- 








Hapsburg unfit to reign. 
has requested Mr. Styles, the U. 8. Minister, to use 
his influence with Gen. Windischgratz for a three 
months’ truce. 


“this is my child, my offspring. 
incapacity. 
is creditable to me. 
maintain its exclusive parentage.” 


cations to purchase gold, which was proved to be 
mica. To inexperienced pesons, the conviction 
may not be ready;but to a practical and expe 
rienced miner, the detection is easily made.” 


The news from Hungary is confused. Transyl- 
vaniais in state ofanarchy. The Hungarian army 
abandoned Presburg, and took up advantageous 
positions in Wieselburg, Arad and Komorn. It is 
said that Arad was bombarded on the 10th, but by 
which party is not stated. 

The Pesth House of Representatives has declared 
the throne of Hungary vacant, and the House of 
It is said that Kossuth 


In Ireland everything is quiet. An attempt is to 


be made to postpone the trial of Duffy. 


In Spain the Chartist Chief Posas has surrendered. 


The band of Estudiante was defeated on the 7th. 


The Marquis de Miraflores was to be appointed 


President ot the Senate. 


Dr. Bowring bas been appointed English Consul 


at Canton. 


It is stated that Prince Lou's Napdleon’s manifes- 


to, already published, was positively his own pro- 
duction. 
it to Thiers and others of bis friends, each of whou 
proposed an addition or subtraction, or an altera- 
tion. 


After writing it, he 1s stated to have read 


“Gentlemen,” said the Prince,with much emotion, 
lam accused of 
You are so kind as tosay my bantling 
Do allow me to beable to 


A splendid banquet was given in honor of the 


ofticers, &c., of the U.S. frigate St. Lawrence, by 
the Mayor and Corporation ot Southampton, on the 
13th. 


Mr. Denison has been elected to Parliament in 


the West Riding. 


Steps have been taken in the French Assembly 
towards reducing the number of crui-ers kept on 
the coast of Alrica, in accordance with the quintu 
ple treaty. 

The Minister of Public Worship was sent by the 
Government to receive the Pope at Marseilles. T he 
Pope’s flight, of wnich we received intelligence by 
felegraph from London by the last steamer, is 
fully confirmed. 

M. Louis Lucien Bonaparte has been elected 
member of the Assembly from Corsica. 

Lord Clanricarde has arrived in Paris, on busi- 
ness, it issaid, connected with the postal relations 
between France and England. 

The French Treasury is represented by the Go- 
vernment journals as being in a very healthy con- 
dition. 

It is stated that Prussia has agreed to cede part of 
Posen to Russia, on condition that she shall re-es— 
tablish the kingdom of Poland, and that similar ne- 
gociations have been opened with Austria. The 
tormal act of cession was to take place on the Ist of 
January. The new kingdom of Poland was to have 
a constitution and be provisionally under the pro- 
tection of the three powers. ‘This news was doubt- 
ed,—but it was generally believed that some im- 
portant changes in the affairs of Poland would take 

rlace. 
The King of Naples has prorogued the Chambers 
to the ist of February. He has broken Offall rela- 
tions between Naples and Tuscany, on account of 
the latter having showu tavor to Sicily. A change 
in the ministry "Is expected. 

Numerous arrests (and among them an English- 
man) have been made by the Russians at Bucharest. 
The British miuister has interfered, but to no pur- 
pose so far. F 

The rumor of a treaty between the Emperor of 
Russia and the Circassian chief Schamy!, is not 
confirmed. 


Brussels is to be the seat of the negotiations ofthe | 


mediating powers and Austria. At this important 
meeting France is to be represented by M. Tocque- 
ville, England by Mr. Ellis, and Sardinia by the 
Marquis Reici. ‘The plenipotentiary of Austria bas 
not been designated. Sei 

Baron de Sanlier and Baroness de Basiain have 
been brought betore the London Police to answer 
a charge preferred at the instance of the ex-King 
of the French, of having illegally in their possession 
jewellery and paintings to the value of £20,000, 
stolen from the palace at Neuilly at the time ot the 
revolution, and alleged to be the private property 
of the King, ‘The matter was adjourned for a 
week. 

Mr. Bancroft bas had several interviews of late 
<ith the Chancellor of the Exchequer. 

Prince Louis, it is said, proposes to raise General 
Cavaignac to the rank of Marshal of France. 

M. Emile de Girardin asked the War Department 
for his father, General Girardin, and has been retus- 
ed. He alsoasked the otlice of Minister of Finance 
for himself, and as it was impossible to grant this 
request, there is already acooiness, which will pro- 
bably lead to an open rupture. Marshal Bugeaud 
is to be commander in chief of the army of the 
Alps, but is to remain for the present, in Paris. 

‘he Dowager Lady Ashburton died at Gosport 
on the Sth. She was daughter of Mr. W. Bingham 
of Philade) phia. 

——__~+@>_- —- 

i> The great length of the Treasury Report 
has excluded from our pages the usual variety, 
and compelled us to omit several articles of 


great interest. 
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